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ABSTRACT
Sutrisna, Nena. 2018. A Semantic Analysis On Unmark Meaning of Reading
Materials in English Textbook “English on Sky ”Published by Erlangga (In Reading
Text). English Departement . Tarbiyah and Tadris Faculty, State Institute of Islamic
Studies (IAIN) Bengkulu.

Most of Student have difficult understanding English teaching maerial, based on
semantic. However if the students find some unmark meaning word and do not know
the meaning based on semantic meaning it will make the difficult to understand the
real meaning based on the context in it and also the use of KTSP textbook such as
SMP 27, SMP 29 and SMP 32 Bengkulu Tengah Regency which sould be a concern
to change the textbook with the newest one when they replace the curriculum. The
research problem of this research is: what are the unmark meaning include in this
book?. This research uses a descriptive qualitative method because the researcher
would analysis and interpret the research object of English on Sky by
Erlangga by taking 12 reading materials from the book. After that the researcher
selects the reading materials which contain of semantic unmark meaning and reads
to the text to understand the the unmark meaning conducts and analyzes the
collected data and makes conclusion. The result of this research is contain little
unmark word meaning so the reading materials are easily can be understood by
students. related to the markedness (unmark meaning). The researcher expects this
research will be useful for the other researchers who are eager to know more about

semantics.

Key words: Semantic, unmark meaning, English on Sky, word
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ABSTRACT
Sutrisna, Nena. 2018. A Semantic Analysis On Unmark Meaning of Reading
Materials of English Textbook “English on Sky’Published by Erlangga (In Reading
Text). Jurusan Bahasa Inggris . Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Tadris Institute Agama Islam
Negeri Bengkulu. Supervisor 1; Dr. Syamsul Rizal, M.Pd. and Supervisor 2; Detti

Lismayenti, M.Hum.

Siswa mengalami kesulitan dalam memahami materi yang berdasarkan makna
semantik. Oleh karena itu, siswa menemukan beberapa kata yang termasuk unmark
dan tidak mengetahui maknanya berdasarkan makna semantik, hal ini akan membuat
siswa kesulitan memahami kata tersebut sesuai konteks. Kemudian, penggunaan
textbook KTSP juga masih digunakan beberapa sekolah seperti SMP 27, SMP 29,
dan SMP 32 Bengkulu Tengah yang mana seharusnya mempertimbangkan
penggunaan buku teks baru karena peralihan ke kurikulum baru. Oleh karena itu,
peneliti tertarik untuk menganalisis unmark meaning dalam buku teks English on Sky.
penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menemukan unmark meaning apa yang terkandung di
dalamnya. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif Karena peneliti
ingin menganalisis dan menginterpretasikan objek pada buku English on Sky dengan
mengambil 12 teks bacaan dari buku. Langkah dalam mengumpulkan data dengan
mengambil sumber dari dalam buku. Setelah itu, membaca bahan bacaan tersebut
untuk memahami unmark meaning dan dianalisis. Kemudian menarik simpulan
dengan menghubungkan penggunaan kata dengan unmarkedness. Hasil dari
penelitian ini ditemukan bahwa penggunaan unmark meaning sangat sedikit sehingga
mempermudah siswa dalam membaca reading text pada textbook tersebut. Peneliti
berharap penelitian ini bisa berguna untuk para penelitin yang ingin mengetahui lebih

jauh tentang semantik.

Kata Kunci: Semantic, Unmark meaning, English on Sky, word
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of Study

Language is a system for the expression to deliver the information in
particular context. Its primary function is for interaction and
communication.! Language is used by human in order to know and understand
each other. As we know that God created human in different condition and
character, so they need to interact among people.

People need a communication to know each other. It is a basic human
activity, and basic of all human’s communication is language. Language
has some functions in people life, in every day activities. People use
language; they can introduce themselves, communicate with other, and
enlarge their knowledge. Without language it is hard to imagine how people
can operate and get along with other. In one of theory says that language is a
means of communication among the nations and people, will be utilized to
deliver someone’s idea, feeling, thought, and opinion to someone else.
English is an International language which has been recieved by countries all
over the world. The function of it is as a means of communication in meeting
business or other activities among government over the world. Besides,
English is used as science of knowledge, new invention in field of modern

technology, pharmaceutial, medial, et.

! Amstrong, E. Language, 2010. Meaning, Context and Functional Communication.Edith Cowan
Univesity, p.6.



As a foreign language in Indonesia, English is learned seriously by many
people to have a good prospect in the community of international world.
Recently, English becomes important. Since it’s important, English is taught
widely at formal school starting from elementary school up to universities;
even at informal school i.e. courses.

People by nature need communication with each other to express their
feeling, idea in their mind. For expressing something in their mind, they need
communication tool. One of communication tool often used is language. the
bridging tool in connecting the people around the world through language. by
using language, people have some ways in conveying their idea by using
combination of words.

The important thing of language is of course as a main tool for
communication, people communicate in the human life for individual or social
group. It means that language is a main of communication tool that contains
many vocabularies in it to share thoughts and feelings with other. Among all
languages in the world, English becomes one of the first foreign language
adopted in many countries in the world. It is also an international language
used by people around the world for communication. English teachers should
use textbook or coursebook of English language in order to follow the
development of the education world. Textbook is used as standard source of

information for fomal study of a subject and an instrument for teaching and



learning.” Although textbook is the main tool for the English teacher to teach
English. They need to be creative to construct design material itself so the the
material is ideal for teaching English.

English text book is an important stuff in delivering teaching and learning
in the classrooms. It is also crucial when english is taught to the students of
foreign language like Indonesia since English not an official language which is
not used in everyday life. Most of learners find English only in the classroom
activities when the teacher delivering English subject. Consequently, English
Text book become the main source of English language that is accessed by
students in the classroom. English Teachers as a bridge of learning English
Language use English text book as primarily source in intstuctional activities
and giving guides for the activities. By using text book, it will give a good
benefits for teaching learning process, not only for teacher but also for learners
where it serves a outline of direcetion and guidance.®> However, English text
book as the main materials in English as foreign language classes play the
significant part to assist language acquisition in the classrooms.

Textbook is called a matter in teaching, subject matter, instructional
materials, teaching material and coursebook.” This meaning pressures

textbookis all of something that can used to facilitate learning in the teaching

? Graves, K. 2000. Designing Language Course, A Guide for Teachers. Boston. Heinle. Cencage
Learning. P.175.

3 Dragana M. Gak. 2011. Textbook _ An Important element in The Teaching Process. Fakultet
tehnickih nauka — Engleski jezik, Novi Sad. Retivied on March 21, 2018 at
epub.ff.uns.ac.rs/index.php/MV/article/download/771/781

* Tomlinson. 2012. Material Development for Language Learning and Teahing. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.



and learning process.” In addition, textbook refers to a physical sources of
teaching matter. It is a substance of the content which consist topic, theme,
excercise and explanation.

English text book entitled “ English on Sky 1 fo Junior High school
students Year VII by Erlangga Publisher” become one of English text book
source that is used most of English teacher in Bengkulu. it is an English book
prepared by the pubisher by abiding the ministry of education rule which in
line to the KTSP curriculum design that is used by some schools which do not
adopt the new curriculum design, 2013 curriculum. This curriculum has the
adventages as follows; (1). Encourage the realization of autonomy school in the
arena education. (2). Encourage teachers, principals, and school management
for Increased creativity in organizing programs education. Wherease, the lack
of unit level curriculum education (KTSP) are (1) Lack of Human Resource
expected able to describe the curriculum level of educational unit (KTSP) on
the unit of education that exist and the lack of quality teachers and schools. (2)
Lack of facilities and supporting infrastructure as completeness of the
implementation educational unit level curriculum (KTSP).6 In the reality, this
English text book “English on Sky” is widespread since the use of KTSP
curriculum has been done for years and some of school still use this book for
teaching material one of them is SMPN 13 Kota Bengkulu, SMPN 27
Bengkulu Tengah, SMPN 29 Bengkulu Tengah, SMPN 32 Bengkulu tengah

and ect. Because of this fact, the English teachers need to look inside the book

5.
idel
® Trisnawati dkk, 2016. Perbandingan Implementasi Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP)
dan Kurikulum K13 di SMAN 1 Sinjai Utara. Jurnal Miral Management, vol 1, no.1.



to analyze the content in order to take more control over its use. No textbook
or set of materials is likely to be perfect, and there does not seem as yet an
agreed set of criteria or procedures for evaluation. Because of imperfection of
English text book, it is a necessary for the english teacher to know the content
of the book especially both of language and task based on context.” The
researcher easily understand and analysis helps teachers to gain good and
useful insights into the nature of material so it is useful in teacher’s
development. In brief, the analysis on the text material is needed for the
effectiveness of the use of textbook with the suitable new curriculum K13 that
will be implemented to all school in Indonesia.

In delivered massage from speaker to listener, writer and reader we must
used good language, the language used is language that the listener and reader
understand what the speaker and writer mean. The massage from speaker and
writer delivered to listener through words meaning in sentence. Chosen words
that appropriate are a key to speaking and writing for easy to understand the
word meaning. The study about words meaning is part of the linguistic
especially in Semantic.

Semantics as we know that branch of linguistics is the studies about
meaning in language. Shortly, semantics concerns the study of meaning. There
is relation among a word and the other words in semantics. It is called meaning
relation. Basically, the principle of meaning relation consists of four major

fields, such as synonymy, antonymy, polisemy, and hyponymy. Synonymy

" Jo McDonough, Christoper and Masuhara. 2013. Materials and Methods in ELT A Teacher’s
Guide 3 ed. Wiley-Blackwell. United Kingdom. p.64.



concerns the sameness of meaning, while antonymy concerns the oppositeness
of meaning. The focus here is on antonymy which has a sense of relation, as
well as synonymy. Sense is the meaning of word, especially the conceptual
meaning in which it is usually derived from definition of the lexical items
which can be found in dictionaries.

In semantic also learn about word meaning and sentence meaning. Word
meaning is helpful to draw a distinction between two classes of words content
words and function words. Content word principally nouns, verbs, adjective
and adverb.® All content words have a descriptive meaning, and they may in
addition be marked by social and affective meaning.

One of the most semantic concepts in sentence processing studies has been
concept of the unmarked and marked from as a semantic primitive called
markedness theory. The marked item is unusual and uncommon cases and also
more easy to understand the meaning of the marked words. For example, the
marked member of the pair name the dimension specified by the pair, as in
artist (actor/actress), if we hear the word “actress” we know the meaning of the
actress is a female artist. The unmarked item is usual or normal cases, for
example the unmarked member of the pair names the dimension specified by
the pair, as in depth (deep/shallow), height (tall/short). In the sentence,

(1) How high is the building?

(2) How low is the building?

® Griffith, P. 2006. An introduction to English Semantics and Praagmatics. Edinburg University
Press. Edinburg, p.1



(1) has the neutral or general meaning of “what is the height of the
building?”. It is unmarked. Even the building is one centimeter. High can also
be used in this sentence. While (2) implicates the building is low. Why the
unmarked high, old, far, big, and strong can be used in above contexts while
the marked low, young, near, small, and weak cannot? More attempts are made
to explore the causes.

In the semantic markedness (unmarked and marked meaning). actress is
semantic specifically than actor. Waitress is semantic specifically than waiter.
Actress and Waitress only refer to female, while actor and waiter not only can
refer to male, but also can refer to female. Actor and waiter are unmarked and
actress and waitress are marked. The superordinate are Actor and waiter since
it includes female actor (actress) and male actor and waiter includes female
waiter (waitress) and male waiter. Nervertheless, in the following examples,
we can find another situation:

(1) Is that person an actor or an actress?

(2) Is that person a waiter or a waitress?

actor and waiter in the sentences above can not be sense as actress and
waitress’ superordinate. Those words are equal in connotation which refers to
male actor and female actor, male waiter and female waiter respectively.®
Sometime for English learner especially foreign language is hard for them to
acquire the targeted language that is why the markedness is really important to

be examined since markedness widely applied to phonetics, semantics,

? Zhang Yan-qiu. 2015. Study on Markedness in Linguistics. September 2015, Vol.12, no.9, 667-
671..



pragmatics, and psycholinguistics.’® Consecuently markedness touches not
only the structural form of language, but also the implicit meaning of the
language. Furthermore, Markedness difficulty will be given based on the
variances of markedness relations.'! In other hand, the content of text material
is really important which can help the English learners to aquire the laguage.
Based on the expended text book by the school 13 Kota Bengkulu, 27
Bengkulu Tengah, 29 Bengkulu Tengah and SMPN 32 Bengkulu Tengah
which still used this book (English on Sky 1) with KTSP curriculum, it is
become a concern for the teacher in selecting the book due to in choosing a
textbook not only with the curriculum that is used in that school but also for the
students. since the new curriculum (K13) has been implemented in most of
school in Indonesia. the important of teaching reading text content and the
reason of necessary of markedness especially in unmarked meaning explained
above is a concern of this research where this aspect become a thing that make
student difficult to understand the real meaning of word, that is why this
research was implemented. Since, this phenomenon was really interesting to
find out about the semantic Analysis of markedness especially in Unmarked
words meaning in English Textbook for Junior High School of English in The

Sky fro 7th grade by Erlangga Publisher.

10
Idel.
' Jin. 2008. Markedness and Second Language Acquisition of Word Order in Mandarin Chinese.
North American Conference on Chinese Linguistics (NACCL-20). 2008. Vol.1. p.298



1.2

1.3

1.4

Identification of Research

Based on background of research, the researcher identifies the following

problem in using English reading text book, they are:

1. Some school still use KTSP 2006 textbook for their sources of teaching
meanwhile the k2013 has been implemented in the most of school. For
example SMPN 27 Bengkulu Tengah, SMPN 29 Bengkulu Tengah, SMPN
32 Bengkulu Tengah and ect.

2. meaning can cause the difficulties for students in acquiring the targeted
language that is caused by unmark meaning in the reading material in the
textbook.

3. The unmark meaning give the bias meaning if the students do not know
the meaning based on context.

Limitation of Research
The research was concerned in semantics area, especially unmarked words

meaning in noun and adjective in English textbook “ English on Sky”

published by Erlangga , for class 7 in reading texts.

Formulation of Research
Based on the background of the research about the important of

markedness, the question of this researcher was what are the unmarked words

meaning that found in English textbooks “ English on sky” published by

Erlangga, for class 7 ( seven) ?



1.5

1.6

1.7

10

Objectives of the Research

The objective of the research was to find out and describe the meanings of
unmarked words in English textbooks “ English on Sky ” published by
Erlangga, for class 7.
Significances of the Research
The significances of this research are hoped as follows

The lectures :

- The researcher hopes this research can be a source to teach unmarked
words meaning in semantics.

The students :

- To help the students getting some references in understanding about
unmarked words meaning in noun and adjective in English Textbooks for
junior High school.

Definition of Key Term.

Semantic is study word and sentence meaning or semantic has something to do

with meaning.

1. Unmarked word is word that usual or normal case and general, its mean it
has unspesific meaning.

2. Textbook is a manual of instruction in any branch of study. Textbooks are
produced according to the demands of educational institutions. Although

most textbooks are only published in printed format, many are now
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available as online electronic books and increasingly, although illegally, in

scanned format on file sharing networks.
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CHAPTER I
LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Definition of Semantics.

Semantic is the way to learn word and sentence meaning based on the
context of use. it is the process to understand the nature of knowlage in form of
language meaning that is taken from investigate the language.’> Semantic is
study about meaning in language. While semantic has traditional focused on
descriptive meaning , language also conveys social meaning (information about
the social characteristics of the context of production) and effective meaning
(information about emotional characteristics of the context of production).
However, the study about meaning is known as semantics with the area of
linguistics which is closest to the philosophy of language. it is also the study of
how the meanings of word or sentence is organized and expressed through
languages.™® In general, semantics learn the meaning of language and the
organization of language.

Semantics is known as the study of meaning relationship or language
content. the specific meanings of words of semantics is not the essential as they

are defined in dictionaries Although the words meaning are said to have

12 Griffith. 2006. An introduction to English Semantics and Praagmatics. Edinburg University
Press. Edinburg, p.15

B Kreidler. 1997. Introducing English Semantics is a comprehensive and accesible introduction.
England: Taylor & Francis. P.3
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“semantic attributes”.** however, semantics elucidate and investigate the
meaning in language as it exist in relationships among words, in sentences,
paragraphs, and other ex-tended forms of discourse.

Semantics is the study of the meaning behind part of language such as
word and sentence, it is an idea or intention, it is used to distinguish the
differenct type of languages.™ The language can be a natural language, such as
English or Navajo, or an artificial language, like a computer programming
language. Meaning in natural languages is mainly studied by linguists. In fact,
semantics is one of the main branches of contemporary linguistics. Theoretical
computer scientists and logicians think about artificial languages. In some areas
of computer science, these divisions are crossed. In machine translation, for
instance, computer scientists may want to relate natural language texts to
abstract representations of their meanings ; to do this they have to design
artificial languages for representing meanings, Semantics is not just meaning of
the word.

When we talk about semantics it relate to the branch of linguistics which
assign to investigate the meaning and to describe the expression of languages, if
we focus on semantics, we certainly adopt the certain concept of methods and
objective of language inquiry.®® Semantics, theory of semantic, meaning are
ideas or concepts, it should amenable to computional manipulation and support

inference and problem solving, the sentence and the meaning of component has

1 Fidlay and Michael Shaw. 1998. Language and Communication A Cross Cultural

Encyclopedia.,California: ABD-CLIO, 163.
> Riemer, N. 2010./ntroducing Semantics. Cambridge university Press, Edinburg. P.2
16 Chierchia, G and Mc Connell-Ginet.1990. An Introduction to Semantics. MIT Press, Cambridge
P.26
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relationship, it must have syntatical structure of language, and the semantics and
syntax should must have relation, .*" However, semantics play an important role
in interpretating the word, sentence or language meaning.

Based on explanation above, the researcher get concludes semantics is
study about meaning in language, in words and sentence meaning or semantics is
something to do with meaning and study of the meaning of linguistics
expressions. As an English teachers we have to know the semantics meaning to
avoid bias and consturct an ideal material for teaching English in the classroom
activities when delivering English subject.

Words Meaning

Word meaning is helpful to draw a distinction between two level of words
are content words and function words which the attempt to make the realtionship
between meanings and forms need to inquire the minimal meaning of every units
in a language, for example the word crazy, spider and elongate, those words are
clearly can be comprehend but we have to identify meaning both above and
below level and ambiguities of word meaning enclosed or attributed.'® Content
words principally nouns, verbs, adjective and adverbs may describe in terms of
three general types of meaning discussed above. All content word has a
descriptive meaning and they may in addition be marked by social and effective
meaning. Word meaning can also be accessed through a phonological

representation. With this indirect or phonetic approach, the reader uses

7 Hirst, G. 1987. Semantic Interpretation and The Resolution of Ambiguity. Cambridge University
Press. New York. P.25.26
'® Riemer, N. 2010./ntroducing Semantics. Cambridge university Press, Edinburg. p.50
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knowledge of phoneme-grapheme correspondence rules to recode the visually
perceived. Letters into their corresponding phonemes.
Word Classes

The most famous part of words taxonomy is traditional grammar which
traditional grammar is knwon as word classes. The main word classes are these:
verb, noun, adjective, preposition, determiner, pronoun and conjunction. The
major word classes of English there are noun, adjective and adverbs. There are
nine traditional word classes they consist of Noun, adverbs, adjective, verbs,
auxiliaries, determine, pronoun, conjunction and preposition.*® Most of word

class is classified into some kind of status.

2.3.1 Adjective

English grammar on outline. At the general level ‘ adjective’ is applied to
grammatically distinct word class in a language having the following
properties:

- It contains among its most central members the morphologically simplest
words denoting properties or states : among the most frequent and salient
are those relating to size, shape, colour, age, evalution(“good”, “bad”,
etc) and the like.

- Its members are characteristically used either predicatively ( very often
as complement to the verb “be”) or attributively, as modifier within NP

structure.

'® Hudson, R. 2010. An Introduction to Word Grammar. Cambridge University Press. Cambridge
P.117
20 Huddleston, R and Geoffret, K. 2005. A Student’s Introduction to English Grammar. United
Kingdom: Cambridge University Press p.112-113
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- It is the class, or one of the classes, to which the inflectional category of
grade applies most characteristically in language having this category.
(Adjectives often carry such other inflection as case, gender, number, but

secondarily. By agreement, rather than being the primary loc.

Adjectives is word that use to give characteristic to noun or pronoun.
Example, happy, beautiful, clever, far, one, much etc. kinds of adjective are
descriptive adjective and limiting adjective. Descriptive adjective is adjective
that use to explain condition of noun or pronoun such as size, shape, weight,
smell, taste, color, etc. Limiting adjective is adjective that use to limit of noun
and pronoun without give information of condition, kinds, etc.

An adjective is word typically used to modify a noun, and describes
some property of the thing reffered to by the noun, which it can be role as
pre-modifier noun, subject and object modifier.? Furthermore, adjective is
used as a word that can give explanation to the noun enclosed, it modifies the
noun.

2.3.2 Noun
Healther Mac Fadyen (University of Ottawa) a noun is a word used to
name a person, animal, place, thing, and abstract ides. A noun as a word used
to name person, thing, animal, or abstract concept.
Nouns are name of people, places, things, and ideas. A noun that refers to

categories (teacher, city) is a common noun: a noun that refers to actual

2 Greenbaum, S and Nelson, G. 2002. An Introduction to Grammar 2" ed. Pearson Education
Limited. Great Britain. p.95
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individual person or place ( Mr.Smith,Chicago) is proper noun. See also

count noun and noncount noun.

The general term”noun” is applied to a grammatically distinct word class
in a language having the following properties:*

- It contains amongst its most general members those words that denote
persons or concert objects.

- It members head phrases—noun phrase-which characteristically function
as subject or object in clause structure and refer to the participants in the
situation described in the clause, to the actor, patient, and so on.

- It is the class to which the categories of number, gender, and case have
their primary application in languages which have these grammatically
categories.

Nouns have been divided into some categories there are proper,
common, abstract, concrete, count and count noun.?

- Proper nouns are name. they describe things that are unique and special.
There is that only one of them.

- Common nouns describe people, place and things. There are no rules
unigue to common noun.

- Abstract nouns describe idea, that you cannot really see or touch.

Abstract noun is the subject of sentence, it always taken a singular verb.

2 Huddleston, R and Geoffret, K. 2005. A Student’s Introduction to English Grammar. United
Kingdom: Cambridge University Press p.82-83.
23 Greenbaum, S and Nelson, G. 2002. An Introduction to Grammar 2" ed. Pearson Education
Limited. Great Britain. P.88-89
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- Concrete nouns that something can be sense such as people, things and
places

- Count nouns refer to something that can be count such as 50 yards, balls
and ect.

- Non Count noun that is refer to invisible mass which can not be counted

such as furniture, software and ect.

Noun is word that use to describe people, animal, day, weeks, idea
or things or it refer to things. Example , Teacher, Yogyakarta, Children,
etc.”*From concrete noun divide four kinds there are proper noun, common
noun, collective noun and material noun. And from the count devide two
kinds there are countable noun and uncountable noun. The noun is a word
classes; like all other from-classes, it this to be defined in term of
grammatical features [...] when it has defined, it shows it class-meaning
which it can roughly states as follow object of such and such of species:
example are boy, stone, water, and kindness. Noun often refer to entities,
including people, and abstraction (like war and peace).Nouns typically
take the inflectional plural affix — S (cats, dogs, houses) but thre are
exception (“mans and peaces”). Nouns also typically take the possessive
affix-S (men’s best friends), and in the term distribution, follow
determiner like your and adjective like funny (your funny face). Nouns can

be divided in two main subclasses : common nouns and proper nouns.

** Gelderen, E. 2010. An Introduction to the Grammar of English Revised edition. John Benjamins
Publishing Company. Amsterdam. P.13
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2.4 Markedness

Markedness is an ‘extremely important concept' in linguistics, which
unfortunately ‘covers a number of disparate and independent phenomena’ .
Moreover, there is some inconsistency in the terminology concerning marked
and unmarked. Most writers on the subject describe one member of an
antonym pair as marked (e.g. small) and the other as unmarked (e.g. large).
This is the general terminological policy I will follow. However, some writers
talk about a word as having a marked and unmarked sense. Therefore, big has

an unmarked sense in (1) How big is your house? but a marked sense in

e My, but your house is big!
Criteria for markedness The most general criterion is neutralization of the
unmarked member in questions and nominalizations. Neutralization of an
opposition occurs in questions of the form, How X is it (he, she)? or Is it (he,
she) X? Stress must go on the adjective, not the how. In such questions, the
unmarked form carries no supposition as to which part of the scale is involved,
while the marked form does carry a supposition.

In nominalizations, if the scale is nominalized by a morphologically

related form, it will be related to the unmarked member. Contrast

(@) 1 was amazed by the length of the table. (It was only 3 feet.)

(b) I was amazed by the shortness of the table. (It was only 3 feet.)
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The (b) sentence supposes that the table is short, whereas the (a) sentence does

not imply that it is long.

Another criterion of markedness relevant to antonyms is that the
unmarked member of an opposition can appear in more contexts than
the marked term (Waugh, 1982 ). A third property is, therefore, that only the
unmarked member of an antonym pair may appear in measure phrases
of the form: Quantity Measure Adjective. Thus expressions like 5 feet tall

and 8 years old are normal, but 5 feet short and 8 years young are odd.

Limitations on nominalization contexts can also be noted. (4) The length
of the table was 3 feet. is fully acceptable, but (5) The shortness of the table

is 3 feet. is less so.

Markedness  which has been proposed is frequency. the unmarked
member of an opposition is more frequent than the marked member. the
unmarked member may occur in a wider range of contexts and will

appear when the contrast is neutralized, it will also be more frequent.

A fourth general criterion of markedness is that if one term has an overt
marker, it isthe marked member . Applied to antonyms, this means that if
one member of an antonym pair has an affix added to the other member, it is
the marked form with the additional material. Thus happy is unmarked, while

unhappy is marked.

It may be peculiar to suggest the possibility that the unmarked form could

have an affix attached to the marked form (i.e. that unhappy could be



21

unmarked), since the additional material would seem to make something
marked by definition. However, it is important to discover whether all the
predicated properties go together or whether one member of an antonym pair is

unmarked with respect to one criterion but marked with respect to another.

There are several other properties which are special to antonyms and are
not general properties of markedness found in morphology, phonology, etc.
Among antonyms proportions and ratios can be used only with the

unmarked member.

(@ John is {} astall as Bill

(b) *Sally is {} as short as Sue.

In looking at the evaluative or connotative 'meaning’, the unmarked
member has a positive connotation and the marked member has a negative
one. Thus happy, clean and friendly, which come out as unmarked according
to the criteria listed above, have favourable connotations, while their

antonyms, sad, dirty and unfriendly have negative connotations.

Unmarked members of an antonym pair denote more of a quality,
while the marked member denotes less. According to the previous criteria,
big, tall, heavy and old are unmarked and indeed these terms denote more
size, height, weight and age than their corresponding antonyms small,
short, light and young. There may be asymmetries in entailments. The

chicken is worse than the steak entails. The steak is better than the chicken
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but the reverse entailment does not hold if both the steak and chicken
are good. (At least, this inference is misleading.) Or consider the

following:

(7) (@) The steak is better than the chicken, but both are bad.

(b) *The chicken is worse than the steak, but both are good.

Table | summarizes the predicted markedness properties of antonyms.
Before looking at the data, let me make some caveats First, judgments
among groups of speakers are highly variable, and within each

individual.

Table 2.1. of Markedness properties of antonym pairs

I Neutralization of an opposition in questions by unmarked member.

Il Neutralization of an opposition in nominalizations by unmarked
member.

11 Only the unmarked member appears in measure phrases of the form
Amount Measure Adjective (e.g. three feet tall).

IV If one member of the pair consists of an affix added to the antonym,
the affix form is marked.

V Ratios can be used only with the unmarked member (e.g. Twice as
old).

VI The unmarked member is evaluatively positive; the marked is
negative.

VIl The unmarked member denotes more of a quality; the marked
denotes less.

VIl  If there are asymmetrical entailments, the unmarked member is
less likely to be 'biased" or ‘committed’. Cf. A is better than B. A
and B could be bad.
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There is inconsistency. Writers on antonymy frequently preface their
list of good and bad sentences with comments such as The following
reflect my own idiolect.’ This is apparently a warning to the effect
that uniform judgments cannot be expected. | frequently disagree with
those judgments. Moreover, as | was making judgments on expressions
containing the words in my antonymy list, | often changed my mind.
Barbara Hollenbach, a research associate in linguistics who also evaluated
the words with respect to many of these properties, experienced the same
inconsistency.

Secondly, the judgments about words in neutral sentences are easily
overridden by pragmatic factors. This is especially true for affective or
connotative meaning. | will have many cases where pragmatic principles
override judgments.

Marked and Unmarked

The unmarked item is usual or normal case, While marked one is
considered special or unusual.”> Unmarked forms are more general than
marked forms, and do not carry the same marked descriptive values that
sentences with the marked form of the word pair do. From processing and
recall point of view, the implication is that the unmarked form in the word
pairs the easy or simple of the two or deal with in syntactic and semantic term.
In memory tasks, semantic features may be lost for the marked form, such that

the unmarked item is the one that is remembered or better recalled. In recalled

> Zhang Y and Tian F. 2015. Study on Markedness in Linguistics.David Publishing. Vol.12, No.9.

p.668-669
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tasks, it appears that if there is no motivation from context to focus on a
marked tense or aspect sentences are stored and recalled in their unmarked
forms. Furthermore, Unmarked is usual, typical, normal case. Unmarked words
are designate the usual, common or normal case in ordinary life, while marked
words are for less common cases.

The meaning of stand for “more marked than” or “dispreferred” or “less
natural than” and correspondingly. Unmarked for “less marked than” or
“preferred” or natural than” applied to the text level, this means that more vs
Less marked option are often available in text production.

In contemporary linguistics, the terms “marked” and “unmarked” have
come to carry much more meaning than simply “bearing some property” as
exemplified in (1) by terms drawn from the literature.Thus, describing and
observation as unmarked is often taken to mean that it is, for example, more
frequent, natural, simple, and predictable than the marked observation of the
comparison set. The unmarked is also often reffered to as the default member
of a class; that is, it is the member to be assumed, the most basic member of the
set, barring further requirements or information.

The term “MARKED” is a staple of linguistic theory. It refers to the way
language alters the base meaning of a word by adding a linguistic particle that
has no meaning on its own. The unmarked form of a word carries the meaning
that goes without saying — what do you think of when you’re not thinking
anything special. The unmarked forms of most English words also convey

“male.” Being male is the unmarked case. Endings like ess and ette mark
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words as “female.” Unfortunately, they also tend to mark them for
frivolousness. Would you feel safe entrusting your life to a doctorates? Alfre
Woodrad, who was an Oscar nominee for best supporting actress, says she
identifies herself as an actor because “actresses worry about eyelashes and
cellulite, and women who are actors worry about the characters we are
playing.” Gender markers pick up extra meaning that reflect common
associations with the female gender : note quite serious, often sexual.

In typological word on case, it is customary to distinguish between marked
case and unmarked case. Unmarked Case is the case that generally surfaces on
the sole argument of an intransitive verb in a given language. One can then
distinguish between nominative-accusative patterning of Case and ergative
patterning on the basis of which argument of a transitive verb has the
unmarked case and which a marked case. In a nominative-accusative system, it
is a subject of a transitive verb that has unmarked case, and the object has
marked case. The distinction ‘unmarked’ versus ‘marked’ applies at all level of
language, although it was first developed by Trubetzkoy in relationship to
phonology. The literature has not agreed on a precise definition of markedness
; in general, “unmarked” often refers either to the simpler structure or to more
default structure in a set of minimally contrasting structures. ‘marked’
conversely applies to the “unexpected, uncommon, and striking”.26

In terms of lexical opposites, marked form is a non-basic, often one with

inflectional or derivational endings. Thus, a morphologically negative word

*® Elsik, V and Matras,Y. 2006. Markedness and Language Change. Empirical Approaches to
Language Typology. Mouton de Gruyter. New York. P.7-14
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form is marked as opposed to a positive one : happy/unhappy, honest /
dishonest, fair / unfair, clean / unclean and so forth. Similarly, unaffixed
masculine or singular forms are taken to be unmarked in contrast to affixed
feminine or plural forms: lion/lioness, host/hostess, automobile/automobiles,
child/children. An unmarked form is also a default form. For example, the
unmarked lion can refer to a male or female, while lioness is marked because it
can refer only to females. The default nature allows unmarked lexical forms to
be identified even when the opposites are not morphologically related. In the
pairs old/young, big/little, happy/sad, clean/dirty, the first term of each pair is
taken as unmarked because it occurs generally in question. For example,
English speakers typically ask how old (big, happy and clean) something or
someone pis. To use the marked term presupposes youth, smallness,
unhappiness, or dirtiness.
2.4.2 Types of Markedness
2.4.2.1 Formal Markedness
Formal markedness, as it suggests, is defined through the absence or
precence of certain formal feature marks. Inphonetics, in phoneme pairs of
t/d, p/b, k/g, the former are unmarked for voice, the later are marked for voice.
“Voice” here is the “certain formal feature or mark”. For p/b, p is marked by
the feature of aspiration, while b is unmarked for the lack of the feature of
aspiration. It can be seen from the above examples that when two phonemes
are distinguished by the presence or absence of a single distinctive feature, one

of them is said to be to marked and the other unmarked of the feature. These
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are called privative opposition, which refers to what is the only one
distinctive feature to distinguish A from B. if A has this feature, B does not.

Another illustration of formal markedness is certain word in vocabulary.
Unlike in phonology, the formal markedness depends on whether there exist
distinctive features, while in vocabulary, formal markedness mainly reflects
through derivation and inflection. Derivation is a major method of English
word-formation, which refers to the creation of new words through adding the
prefix or suffix to the original words.

In some complementary words such as god/goddess, prince/princess,
healthy/unhealthy, lucky/unlucky, the later are the antonyms of the former,
and are formally marked by either the prefix un or the suffix ess. However,
the former are formally unmarked. Here, the prefix and suffix express the
opposite or negative meaning. Sometimes, prefixes or suffixes do not
necessarily express negative or opposite meaning and they can also play the
role of “formal marks”. As in happy/happiness, kind/kindness,
value/valuable, through adding the suffixes -ness and -able to the original
words, it is the part of speech of the original words changes, not the meaning
of the original words turning to the opposite ones. Besides derivation,
inflection is another way of reflecting formal markedness. It mainly refers to
the creation of new words through the change of number, gender and case of
noun, and the change of tense of verbs. For example:

Teacher/teacher’s, wife/wife s giri/girls, family/families

Go/going/went/gone, kick/kicking/kicked/kicked
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The singular form of words is usually unmarked like girl and family, while
the plural form of words is marked like girls and families. The regular English
verb is marked for past tense like went and kicked, unmarked in the present

like go and kick.

As is seen before, formal markedness describes linguistic structure through
the outer structural characteristics of language. That is to say, formal
markedness only presents opposite relationship through formal or structural
opposition. In English vocabulary, not all the opposite relationships are
reflected through formal or structural opposition like old/young,
positive/negative, white/black, long/short. Two words in each pair share no
formal or structural similarities, but they express totally opposite
meaning. Sometimes, two words share similarities, but they do not stand
for opposite meaning like partial/impartial. And even two words share
similarities and express opposite meanings, it is not necessary for one to be
marked in opposition to the one unmarked as in careful/careless,

joyful/joyless, thankful/thankless, meaningful/meaningless.

As is seen above, formal markedness describes markedness only within
formal or structural frameworks, which shows obvious limitations and is far
from covering the overall markedness phenomena in language use. Linguists
discover that in a marked-unmarked pair, the marked one and the unmarked
one do not enjoy the same scale or level, and the use of the marked one is
limited compared with the unmarked one. In phonetics, the marked d and b are

distributional limited compared with t and p. t and p are archiphonemes and
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can appear after s as in stop and spot. However, sdop and sbot are not correct.
Similarly, skate is correct, but sgate is abnormal. Therefore, the unmarked one
possesses wider use scale in phonetic environment than the marked one. This

rule is also true in semantics.

2.4.2.2 Distributional Markedness

In semantics, the unmarked ones are more general in meaning than the
marked ones. Take old/ young as an example, if you are asked “how old are
you”, it does not mean “you are old”. Instead, you are required to tell your age.
Old here is not the opposite of young, and “how old are you” equals to “what
IS your age”. Another example is about “how far is the station?”. Here far
does not mean the station is far away, and maybe the station is one minute’s
walk or even nearer. However, we still use “how far” to ask the distance to the
station whether it is far or near. Similar example is as following: How big is
the mooncake? Big here just refers to the size of the mooncake, and the
mooncake is not necessarily big. If the mooncake is small, “how big is the

mooncake” is still acceptable.

From above, we can see old, far, and big do not stand directly opposite
to young, near, and small, and their meanings are generalized and neutralized
to “age”,” distance”, and “size” respectively. However, if young, near, and
small take place of old, far, and big, the meaning of the sentences are totally
different. “How young are you” presupposes that “you are young”. “How near
is the station” implicates “the station is not far”. “How small is the mooncake”

suggests “the mooncake is small”. Therefore, we can see the unmarked old,
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far, and big have neutral meaning and can be more widely used, while the
marked young, near, and small are meaning-limited and can not be used under

certain circumstances.

Moreover, there are some other examples of the neutralization of the

unmarked and the marked ones.

(1) Taotao is stronger than me.

(2) Taotao is weaker than me.

In the above example, strong is an unmarked adjective and it can either
express the meaning of “having great power esp of body” or the generalized
meaning of “the degree of being strong”. In (1), strong is neutral and (1) does
not mean “Taotao and | are both strong”. Maybe “we are weak” instead, but
“Taotao is a little stronger than me”. However, (2) presupposes “Taotao and |

are both weak definitely”. Another 