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ABSTRACT 

Silfira Yuni Angelia. 2021. Gender Representation in the English Textbook (A 

Content Analysis of Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for Tenth 

Grade Students Published by Grafindo Media Pratama). Thesis. English 

Education Study Program, Department Islamic Education and Tadris Faculty, The 

State Islamic Institute of Bengkulu. 

 

Advisor: 1. Detti Lismayanti, M.Hum  2. Pebri Prandika Putra, M.Hum. 

 

Based on categories of Gender visibility and and Gender roles theory, gender 

representation and gender roles have been classified in a number of aspects, those 

are Main Characters, Named as Non-active Characters, Non-named, Non-active 

Characters, Appearances in Illustration, Noun and Pronoun. Therefore, the 

purpose of this research was to find out Gender representation and gender roles in 

the English textbook entitled Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for 

Tenth Grade Students Published by Grafindo Media Pratama. The method of this 

research is qualitative study using content analysis. The results of this research 

show that Male were dominant in categories such as the number of named- non 

active, non-named-non active, appearance in illustrations and titled & named. 

Furthermore, female characters were dominant in main characters. Also, the 

gender roles including domestic gender roles and public gender roles were 

dominant done by Male. In conclusion, in accordance with Stockdale's theory, the 

differences between male and female gender are more than 5%, then the book can 

be said to contain gender bias. 

 

Keywords: Gender Representation, English Textbook 
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ABSTRAK 

Silfira Yuni Angelia. 2021. Representasi Gender dalam Buku Teks Bahasa Inggris 

(Sebuah analisis konten buku ajar Bahasa Inggris Ketika Bahasa Inggris Sangat 

Berguna untuk Siswa Kelas X Diterbitkan oleh Grafindo Media Pratama). Skripsi. 

Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Tadris, IAIN 

Bengkulu. 

 

Pembimbing: 1. Detti Lismayanti, M.Hum  2. Pebri Prandika Putra, M.Hum. 

 

Berdasarkan kategori Visibilitas Gender dan dan Teori Peran Gender, representasi 

gender dan peran gender telah diklasifikasikan dalam beberapa aspek, yaitu 

Karakter Utama, Dinamakan sebagai Karakter tidak aktif, Tanpa nama Karakter 

tidak aktif, Penampilan dalam Ilustrasi, kata benda dan kata ganti. Oleh karena 

itu, tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui representasi Gender dan 

peran gender dalam buku teks Bahasa Inggris berjudul Bahasa Inggris When 

English Comes in Handy untuk Siswa Kelas X yang Diterbitkan oleh Grafindo 

Media Pratama. Metode penelitian ini adalah penelitian kualitatif dengan 

menggunakan metode analisis isi. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa Laki-

laki dominan dalam kategori seperti jumlah nama-non aktif, non-nama-non aktif, 

penampilan dalam ilustrasi dan judul & nama. Selain itu, karakter perempuan 

lebih dominan dalam karakter utama. Selain itu, peran gender termasuk peran 

gender domestik dan peran gender publik lebih dominan dilakukan oleh Laki-laki. 

Kesimpulannya, sesuai dengan teori Stockdale, perbedaan gender laki-laki dan 

perempuan lebih dari 5%, maka buku tersebut dapat dikatakan mengandung bias 

gender. 

 

Kata kunci: Representasi Gender, Buku Ajar Bahasa Inggris 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

The teacher usually tries to provide the best English lessons for students. 

As Richards (2001) states that almost everybody within the world makes a contest 

to induce a decent education in their lives. To improve students’ abilities in 

English, teachers usually use device to develop students' abilities in English. 

Teachers cannot teach English only verbally or is self-taught. They also need 

teaching material or tools that can help students learn English. In terms of 

learning English material, teachers need support material to facilitate the delivery 

of material to students. Easily accessible by the teacher. Numerous ways and 

apparatuses can help the instructor in the showing learning measure. The most 

well-known type of material that utilized for language instructing are from course 

books. Buckingham in Tarigan (1986) argues that textbooks are teaching 

materials that are typically utilized by lecturers to support teaching and learning in 

faculties and universities. 

Reading material are by and large utilized as text likewise device for 

educating and learning in study hall, justifiable in light of the fact that this book 

gives direction and notes that accommodating for instructors and understudies in 

learning and understanding the subjects they learn. Textbooks offer valuable 

reference points and serve as a guide for teachers when it comes to presenting 

material in class. Some textbooks come with CDs and worksheets that will help 

students learn more effectively in the classroom. These resources, on the other 
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hand, only assist in the teaching and learning process, and textbooks keep playing 

a significant role in the context. 

Textbooks are commonly used by teachers to help, instruct, and assist 

them in the classroom. Since the instructor can change lessons in class to suit the 

varied needs of pupils, textbooks are not used arbitrarily for instruction. Beyond 

the realistic and practical importance of imparting information from textbooks, 

teachers will use textbook material to impart principles and skills which will 

eventually inspire students. 

Textbooks are one of the few services available to students who choose to 

study a language. According to Jack C. Richards (2001), textbooks provide 

effective language models and input. Instead, textbooks enable students to both 

plan for upcoming lessons and revisit what they have already learned. As a result, 

the most critical factor in optimizing student learning ability is selecting the right 

textbook. 

This difference in the backgrounds of learners raises several issues related 

to the learning component. One issue that arises is the assumption of inequality of 

gender representation in textbooks. Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in 

Handy for Tenth Grade Students Published by Grafindo Media Pratama textbooks 

not only present grammar material, but also provide material related to social and 

cultural conditions. These topics contain different materials and are presented in 

various text genres, for example reading texts, dialogue texts, sample texts, 

cultural notes, and practice questions. In other words, the variety of texts that 

appear can show social and cultural conditions in accordance with the existing 

conditions in the language of the learner's goal, one of which is about gender. 
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Gender as a form of social differentiation is one of the aspects that are 

considered because gender issues arise in everyday life (Hamidah, 2017). Gender 

is gender in particular, but gender is defined as a difference between men and 

women's positions, duties, and obligations that is based on socio-cultural 

constructions and can change with time (Fakih, 2006). Thus, gender has a 

relationship with social and cultural conditions in a certain place and can be 

observed in certain fields, one of which is education. Gender issues in education 

can be seen from the contents of textbooks. Textbooks can be observed to see the 

description of gender inequality that occurs in society. 

Gender representation in textbooks used in the field of education is 

unbalanced. For example, Litoss Research (2014) concludes women are 

underrepresented or adversely represented in terms of (1) prominence, (2) 

character, and (3) job, both in text and in illustrations, according to different 

surveys. The involvement of women and men in domestic and public roles in 

textbooks also tends to show an imbalance (Mursidah, 2013). 

In 2015, Siti Cholisotul Hamidah conducted a research entitled Gender 

Ideology in Indonesian Language Textbooks. This research focuses on how 

gender ideology is represented in Indonesian language textbooks for Elementary 

school, Junior high school, and Senior high school, which include 1) subjects, 2) 

images, 3) schemes, 4) sentences, and 5) word choices. Gender ideology is 

represented in the subject elements of the Bahasa textbook in three ways, 

according to the study: 1) gender identity, 2) gender role representation, and 3) 

gender status recognition. These three things contain misrepresentations of 
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marginalization, especially in women and polarization of men as superior and 

superior figures, while women as weak, inferior and stereotypical figures. Then, 

to find it all, the focus of this research are the two problem namely the gender 

representation also gender roles 

The researcher would analyze an English textbook to determine the degree 

to which gender roles are depicted in textbooks entitled Bahasa Inggris When 

English Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students Published by Grafindo 

Media Pratama, because it is used for learning process especially at SMAN 4 

Bengkulu. The researcher would like to examine Stockdale Suggest's textbook in 

order to explain how gender is represented in it in terms of gender roles and 

gender visibility. 

B. Identification of the Problem 

The following issues have been established based on the study's background: 

1. The majority of English teachers use a textbook given by the school. 

2. Teachers also use a textbook that hasn't been closely investigated.  

3. Teachers believe that analyzing textbooks requires time. 

4. In most textbooks, socio-cultural considerations such as the definition of 

gender are not taken into account by English teachers. 

C. Research Question 

The following analysis questions must be identified in this study based on the 

previous statement: 

1. How gender is represented in handbook of Bahasa Inggris When English 

Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students Published by Grafindo Media 

Pratama? 
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2. How are gender roles represented in a handbook of Bahasa Inggris When 

English Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students Published by Grafindo 

Media Pratama? 

D. Objective of the Research 

1. To investigate how gender is portrayed in a handbook of Grafindo Media 

Pratama's English textbook Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in 

Handy for Tenth Grade Students. 

2. To see how gender roles are portrayed in a handbook of Grafindo Media 

Pratama's English textbook Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in 

Handy for Tenth Grade Students. 

E. Limitation of the Problem 

The focus of this research on gender representation and gender roles in 

English textbooks. This research limited to a handbook of Grafindo Media 

Pratama's English textbook, Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for 

Tenth Grade Students. Currently, a few characteristics are being investigated, and 

they are classified according to Stockdale's groups. The amount of characters used 

to represent male and female characters. The researcher made changes to 

Stockdale's table layout.  

F. Significance of the Study 

The study's findings should be beneficial to the author, readers, and future 

researchers. The below are the implications: 

1. The writer 

The research, according to the author, is intended to include more information 

about gender bias in language that could occur in the Bahasa Inggris When 
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English Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students Published by Grafindo 

Media Pratama. 

2. Readers 

The thesis is intended to provide readers with insights about how gender is 

portrayed in the Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for Tenth 

Grade Students Published by Grafindo Media Pratama. 

3. Further researchers 

This report is intended to be one of the sources used by future scholars to 

perform a more in-depth investigation into gender representation in the 

Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students 

Published by Grafindo Media Pratama. 

4. Book Authors 

This study is intended to be helpful for book authors in terms of being more 

comprehensive and avoiding gender-biased textbooks to provide appropriate 

dialog. 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. English in the Senior High School 

English is taught in Indonesia from primary school to senior high school. 

Students in junior high school, grades 7-9, are required to hit the practical stage, 

which is the level of survival expression, whereas students in senior high school, 

grades 10- 12, are expected to reach the informational level, according to the 

Curriculum 2013 guidance. Later in education, students are hoped to achieve the 

epistemic stage, which is not the subject of this debate.  

As a result, the materials in junior high school are more focused on using 

the target language in interaction to allow students to achieve the functional level, 

while the materials in senior high school are more focused on the use of the target 

language in interaction to enable students to reach the functional level. Teaching 

English in junior high or senior high school has its own set of objectives. The 

aims of English education, according to Davis and Pears in Saun, are to: 1) allow 

learners to speak in real English, both spoken and written; 2) enable learners to 

read technical publications in real English; and 3) enable learners to memorize 

English grammar and vocabulary. The goal of teaching English, as mentioned in 

the first section, is to develop communicative skill in English in the classroom, 

whether spoken or written. 

B. The Curriculum of English at Senior High School 

Since the program was changed, teachers spent less time in the classroom 

teaching pupils. In the school, students are supposed to be more engaged. 
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Teachers assist pupils in the learning process to a greater extent. The process of 

teaching English in the 2013 curriculum is driven by a book as a manual for 

teaching and learning, and the amount of hours spent teaching English in senior 

high school is at least 4 hours per week as the other core subject. A textbook is 

provided for teachers and students by the Ministry of Education and Culture. 

According to Putra, there are only four texts taught in grades seven through nine 

in Curriculum 2013, which are descriptive text, recount text, process text, and 

theoretical exposition text. Hopefully, these uniform contents would help the 2013 

program meet its objectives. 

C. The Materials of English at Senior High School 

A textbook is a type of educational content that is used by teachers. It is 

intended to aid teachers and students in the classroom teaching and learning 

process, as the United Nations Educational Science and Cultural Organisation 

(UNESCO) reported in 2005 that the textbook is the central learning instrument, 

consisting of texts and photographs that are structured to achieve a particular set 

of educational outcomes. 

A printed and bound book has traditionally included diagrams and 

directions to facilitate sequences of learning experiences. One of the teaching 

materials that teachers require is a textbook. When choosing textbooks, there are 

three factors to consider: a) Coverage of the curriculum, b) Presentation Materials, 

and c) Vocabulary (Arthea J.S.R., Verna E.B., Mary W.o, 1998). 

Cheng concentrates on the textbooks that serve as the foundation for the 

lessons' material. Textbooks become a significant source of learning feedback 

offered by the teacher for English as a Second Language (ESL) students. As a 
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result, it is important to choose a textbook, and educators should carefully review 

the program's curriculum. Cheng also agrees with the following sample steps for 

instructional materials: 

a. They have the most recent information (e.g. published within the past 10 

years). 

b. They are filled with useful information that relevant. 

c. They take into consideration the student population's linguistic and 

cultural diversity. 

d. The components lend themselves to a multitude of grouping techniques. 

e. The materials include activities in which students express prior experience 

and subject awareness. 

f. The interface and configuration (including font size) are suitable for the 

target audience. 

g. The graphics and visuals are simple, age-appropriate, and culturally aware. 

h. In audiovisual content, voice and sound are audible, genuine, and relevant. 

i. A multitude of learning patterns are addressed in the content. (Cheng in 

Ur, 1996). 

D. Textbook 

According to Richards in Beebe (1996), the instructional materials are the 

most important aspects of most language programs. If the teacher uses a textbook, 

institutionally prepared curriculum, or her own content, instructional materials 

serve as the foundation for all of the language input and experience that exists in 

the classroom. 
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1. Definition of The Textbook 

For both teachers and students, textbooks are usually required in teaching 

and learning process as guidance. The textbook, according to Reed et al, is mostly 

used in the classroom as a teaching instrument (Arthea J.S. Reed, Verna E.B., 

Mary W.o., 1998). Similarly, Ur (1996) stated that a textbook is a lesson book that 

both teachers and students have and that is regularly followed as the foundation of 

language classes. 

Then, a textbook is a book that contains resources for a specific topic that 

are used by teachers and students in the classroom to carry out a learning teaching 

process, and the materials in a textbook are structured based on a valid 

curriculum. 

E. Textbook Analysis 

Examining content such as learning materials, exercises, illustrations, and 

so on are the meaning of analyzing textbooks. The textbook analysis is then used 

to explain the textbook. Harmer (1991) outlined the characteristics of good 

textbooks, including the use of engaging and informative content, vocabulary 

objects in a logical order, concise interpretations of what to understand, and 

summaries of previous material. Chunningsworth further recommends the 

following four principles for evaluating textbooks. 

1. Students' interests must be addressed in course books. They must be in line 

with the language learning program's aims and priorities. 

2. It has to contribute to how students of the language can use the language in 

the future (past or present). Select textbooks that can assist students in 

successfully using vocabulary for their own purposes. 
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3. Without dogmatically implementing rigid 'methods', it must understand 

students' interests and encourage their learning experience. 

4. Its function as a learning aid must be clearly defined. They act as translators 

between the target language and the pupils, just as teachers do. 

Likewise, in the assessment of the quality of a book. Credible and quality 

assessments are not only See results, but also a complex assessment system from 

Planning, implementation, and reporting. So, the assessment should look The 

gamut from context, input, process, and output as a single Comprehensive unity 

(Friantary. H., Martina. F., 2018). Government in realizing the process Quality of 

learning and assessments, such as Learning reform in the 2013 Curriculum 

assessment format. 

 Furthermore, Wen-Cheng et al.(2011) listed the textbook guidelines, 

which must be: 

1. Up to date. 

2. Provides necessary information. 

3. Make linguistic and cultural diversity a priority. 

4. Is formatted and laid out correctly. 

5. Be adaptable to different learning types. 

6. Contains simple and appropriate illustrations. 

7. Provide audiovisual content that is simple, genuine, and appropriate. 

8. Work well with a variety of grouping techniques. 

9. Drills are used. 

There are several perspectives to analyzed textbooks. Like social or cultural value. 

This study examines gender equality from a variety of viewpoints, using 
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impressionistic approaches for textbook review. 

F. Gender 

Gender and sex are difficult to distinguish as both of them are connected 

each other. According to Crawford and Unger (2004), sex is defined as biological 

variations in genetic makeup, reproductive anatomy, and function, and gender is 

defined as what society creates from biological sex's raw materials. Then, though 

sex is determined biologically, gender is formed socially. 

To summarize, gender is socially that is constantly informed and 

socialized by both male and female individuals. Thus, if a biological female 

practices the gender as created by individuals in society, she is said to be 

feminine. Gender constructions represent and grow people's worldviews, and they 

have an impact on how people think, believe, and socialize in society. 

G. Gender Visibility 

Gender visibility shows the proportion of appearances of male and female 

gender that appear in textbooks. According to Stockdale (2006), exposure refers 

to the proportional number of men and women who feature in textbooks and is 

probably the most easily studied component of gender balance. Therefore, gender 

visibility can be an initial benchmark in seeing gender domination in textbooks. 

To see the appearance of gender in textbooks, the person's name can be 

used as a type of gender marker. Newborn children are usually given names that 

traditionally refer to the sex of a boy or a girl (Barry III and Harper, 2005). 

However, it is possible that the names used are unisex or ambiguous in nature. 

Apart from names, nouns can also indicate gender types. This noun arises 

from words that indicate a distinctive gender identity in a marital manner or a 
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gender-specific identity based on family relationships (Zandern, 1984). In 

addition, gender is determined based on the use of names in society because the 

naming of a person is related to the cultural context of a particular society (Balter, 

2000). Most people will use gender-related identities, for example 'father', 

'mother', 'husband'. 'Wife', 'grandfather', and 'grandmother'. Another gender-

specific identity that emerges is the use of the word 'pak' or 'bu' in greeting 

speech. 

H. Gender Roles 

Gender roles are one of the important discussions in gender research 

because they relate to the activities and behavior of men and women in the 

domestic or public sphere. In certain societies, the domestic role is identified with 

women, while the public role is identified with men. However, a job can be seen 

as a feminine job by one society, but in another society, it is considered a 

masculine job (Purnomo, 2012). 

Both domestic and public roles can be played by both genders. Even so, 

because of the stereotypes that develop in society, the depiction of women who 

are active in the realm of nature and men in the scope of culture is still widely 

displayed in everyday life. One area that also shows a similar differentiation of 

roles is education. The teaching materials that are widely circulated in schools still 

show that men do a lot of activities in public spaces, while women are in the 

domestic space.  

The division of roles in such a way strengthens the stereotypes of society 

that the scope of women's work is in the domestic sphere (Secord, 2012). 

Although men can do domestic work, the activity or work is limited to certain 
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things such as cooking activities carried out by mothers are one of the jobs in the 

domestic sphere. 

Gender public roles related to participation and roles in social life are held 

by men who have masculine characteristics (Rokhmansyah, 2016). As an 

example, a man who are dominant as leaders, for example as president or a 

woman who are dominant as a minister. 

I. Stereotypes 

Labeling men as feminine or women as masculine can eliminate their 

social status and acceptance in groups. Gender stereotypes change 

developmentally. Later Bigler, Liber & Yekel says Stereotypic beliefs towards 

begin to take root in early childhood, increase in elementary school, and then 

decrease in late elementary school. Boys and girls in early puberty are often 

perplexed and worried about what could happen to them. As their bodies change 

drastically during puberty, gender roles can resurface. Boys' safe strategies are to 

be the best male they can be (i.e. "masculine"), whereas girls' safe strategies are to 

be the best women they can be (i.e. "feminine") (John W. Santrock, 2006). 

So, the ender intensification created by puberty changes can lead to greater 

stereotypes in adolescence. Galambos said that Stereotypes are often negative and 

can be shrouded in prejudice and discrimination Sexism (sexism) is prejudice and 

in discrimination against individuals because of one's genital enis.  Someone who 

says that a woman cannot be a competent engineer is the same as that person 

declaring sexism.  And also, someone expresses sexism if he says that a male 

battery will not be able to become a competent kindergarten teacher.  Later we 
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will describe some strategies for creating a Ton-sexist class (John W. Santrock, 

2006). 

J. The Concepts of Gender Equality in Islamic Perspectives 

God created humans, both men and women, in the principle of relationship 

partnership. Likewise, in the context of family, conjugal relations, they are created 

to protect each other, and likened to clothing. And in some another verse revealed 

that human rights and responsibilities are the same and indistinguishable, male 

and female, before God, among human beings, as well as in the family (Al-

Kasyaf' a Haqa'iq al-Tanzil wa Uyun al-Aqawil, Abu Al-Qasim al-Zamakhsyari, 

1997). From these several verses it is clear that Islam is highly valued justice, 

equality, and refuse all discrimination on the sexes. Islam placing women equal to 

men, measured only according to God the level of quality of piety. However, to 

clarify the Islamic concept of gender equality, it needs to be discussed about 

several important thing is Islamic View of Women. As confirmed in the Qur'an Al 

Hujurat: 13: 

" O mankind! Surely, we have created you from a male and a female, and 

made you nations and tribes, that you may get acquainted with one 

another (your lineage). Surely the most honorable of you in the Presence 

of Allah is he who is the most pious of you (not by your race or lineage). 

Surely Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.” 

Injustice befalls women because of the construction of the building social 

view of women as number two after men. This view is caused by cultural and 

religious factors. As if the views about women as weak beings and number two 

are justified by the Qur’an texts. 
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K. Gender Bias 

Gender inequality in textbooks can manifest itself in a variety of ways. 

According to Muthaliin (2001), gender differences are present in things such as 

photographs of women and men, events, definitions, occupations, positions, 

sports, possession, duties, and obligations in textbooks published by the Ministry 

of National Education (Ministry of National Education) or other publishers. 

Students' gender concepts may be influenced by certain elements of textbooks that 

may include gender biases. "She's Tom's mistress," for example, is how said lady 

is referred to in English. 'He is the master of his craft,' says the master, indicating 

that women are defined in contrast to men. It demonstrates how men are defined 

in contrast to the rest of the world (Muthali’in, 2001). A generic usage that can be 

translated as him is another example, and generic men can grammatically refer to 

both women and men. Gender bias should not be a concern for middle school 

students. However, as long as they use textbooks that could include gender 

differences, the notion of gender biases that they learn from textbooks is 

internalized. As a result, they would believe that men have a higher status than 

women. 

Then, in order to prevent any aspects of gender biased socialization, it is 

necessary to analyze textbooks for all gender slurs before using them. Students 

would be able to study languages and other sciences without being influenced by 

gender discrimination. 

L. Gender Representation in Textbooks 

The instructor not only socialized about ethnicity, but also about 

textbooks. Gender inequality may also be subtly presented. Gender representation 



17 

 

 

in textbooks has four dimensions, according to Garbavi.  

a. Characters and functions for men and women were tested only once, 

regardless of how many times they appeared in the module 

(textbook). 

b. Domestic responsibilities (e.g. mother, father, daughter and son). 

c. Social roles for women and men (e.g. doctor, designer, inventor and 

chemist). 

d. Men and women are included in the document textually. 

M. The Relationship Between Gender and Textbook 

1. Gender and Textbooks in Educational System 

National education is one of the national growth fields that aims to 

educate the nation's people. National education serves as the most effective tool 

for nation-building and character development. Gender inequality must be 

eradicated as part of a nation-building and character-building campaign, which 

may be accomplished by schooling. Its vision is to create an educational structure 

that is both strong and authoritative, empowering all Indonesian students to 

become good human beings and to adapt proactively to the complexities of an 

ever-changing world. 

The government has recently increased its efforts to improve the character 

development of students from all Indonesian provinces. As a result, the 

conception of character development is in line with the new government vision, 

which aims to revolt the mind. Gender relations in textbooks are one of the 

aspects that should be investigated at the national level, since they are a key 

source of instructional content in students' learning processes. The subject matter 
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that will be discussed during the learning process is known as teaching materials. 

This ingredients are usually gathered from a variety of places. The textbook is one 

of the most significant sources of instructional materials. 

2. Gender Representation 

 A few attributes that are explored right now grouped dependent on the 

classes proposed by Stockdale's (retrieved From www.birmingham.ac.uk on 

February 12, 2020):  

1. The Number of Characters Representing Male and Female  

 The scientist tweaked Stockdale's table structure. There are three 

types of characters that speak to male and female characters:  

a. Main Characters 

The two female and male characters in the course book who are 

named and appear as committed advocates of the understanding 

materials are alluded to by the main characters. According to 

Purnomo (2012), Gender roles are one of the important discussions in 

gender research because they relate to the activities and behavior of 

men and women in the domestic or public sphere. These main 

characters have active contributions in language texts and have a 

characteristic. The main characters that appear in all sections of the 

textbook on a daily basis.  

b. Named as Non-active Characters 

The two females and males characters referenced or discussed by the 

concept characters in the comprehension materials are alluded to by 

named, non-active characters. As according to Secord (2012), the 

http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/


19 

 

 

division of roles in such a way strengthens the stereotypes of society 

that the scope of women's work is in the domestic sphere. Named but 

non-active characters that have characteristic is directly mentioned or 

discussed by the main characters in the reading materials. They 

cannot contribute actively in texts or dialogues. They may be referred 

to by either their first or last names.  

c. Non-named, Non-active Characters 

In the perusing materials, non-named, non-active characters allude to 

both female and male characters; they have no name or are simply 

referred to as he/she. According to Rokhmansyah (2016), gender 

public roles related to participation and roles in social life are held by 

men who have masculine characteristics. As an example, a man who 

are dominant as leaders, for example as president or a woman who 

are dominant as a minister. The characteristic was they do not have 

clear name in the text. They can be called by their common name 

such sir, dad, mom or ladies. 

2. Appearances in Illustration  

 Male and female characters photographed in the reading material, 

either alone or in groups, and considered one character. According to 

Stockdale (2006), exposure refers to the proportional number of men and 

women who feature in textbooks and is probably the most easily studied 

component of gender balance. The characteristic of this representation 

was identified by seeing the female or male characters in the textbook as 

a figure. Under the basis that they can't be distinguished as male or 



20 

 

 

female, photos that can't be distinguished as male or female won't be 

examined.  

 

3. Noun and Pronoun  

  There are two points that appeared in the textbook: titled name and 

named. According to Zandern (1984), this noun arises from words that 

indicate a distinctive gender identity in a marital manner or a gender-

specific identity based on family relationships. In the titled name, the 

characteristic is that characters have honorific (s) preceding their 

surname, titled named in the textbook could show the status and power in 

society. In the named, a variety of noun and possessive, and can see in the 

noun examples and possessive contained in the book like the name of 

Frank, and many else like Grace, Mark, Eva, Joe, Dani and others. The 

exact number of occurrences in this analysis will be determined by the 

number of nouns in the text that belong to male and female characters.  

N. Theoretical Framework 

Gender is a part of a society that has been socialized since birth. People 

can tell whether a baby is female or male by looking at their genitals when they 

are born. If the infant is a child, her parents will give her a pink blanket and a doll, 

and when children are given gifts such as kitchen utensils, parents will normally 

give them. In the meantime, if it's a baby, the blue one will be given. That is an 

example of gendered behavior that is common in society. As a result, it is one way 

in which people socialize gender. 
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Sex socialization persists in classrooms as children get older. Sex 

socialization is supported by teachers and other means of teaching and learning 

practices, such as textbooks. Social norms such as ethnicity are indirectly taught 

in textbooks. If the value is based on gender bias, it will influence how they 

identify as women or men. Gender inequality may also influence their attitudes as 

women and men. For example, a female student involved in feminine activities 

who engages in masculine activities such as soccer or boxing might be perceived 

to be breaking gender rules. Male students, in particular, prefer to control those 

practices because they think they are smarter than women. To prevent gender 

differences that may form in textbooks, it is important to investigate textbooks as 

a source of education for students. 

O. Related Previous Study 

Several scholars looked at gender equality in language textbooks as well 

such as Ummu Salamah (2017) entitled Gender representation in the English 

Textbook (A Content Analysis of Bright for Seventh Grade Students Published by 

Erlangga). The first study conducted by Ummu was Gender Representation in the 

English Textbook Series in junior high school: gender representation in English 

Textbook. The aim of this research is to see how much this set of English 

textbooks for junior high school students adheres to the pursuit of equity and 

attempts to eliminate gender inequality in education. He used the method 

suggested by Logsdon to analyze the content in the book. The results show that 

textbooks represent more men. as in the case of names and games in the book. 

The similarity of this research with the researcher’s research is from the 

object of this research also an English textbook, while the differences of this 
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research with the researcher’s research are from the aim of the research as this 

research aim  is to see how much this set of English textbooks for junior high 

school students adheres to the pursuit of equity and attempts to eliminate gender 

inequality in education while the researcher’s research aim is to find out the 

representation of the gender also the gender role in the English textbook. the 

subject were the junior high school while the researcher’s research subject is the 

senior high school student level’s.  

Another study on gender representation in language textbooks was also 

conducted by Aslim Zahri (2018) entitled Gender representation in Indonesia 

EFL Textbook Exercise (A Critical Analysis of Exercise English Books Published 

by the Ministry of Education and Culture). After conducting the study, it was 

determined that the textbook incorporates varying degrees of gender inequality in 

each chapter's exercise. 

The similarity of this research with the researcher’s research is the aim to 

find out the gender representation in the textbook. While the differences of this 

research with the researcher’s research are from the subject of the research level’s, 

it took the junior high school level while the researcher’s research took the senior 

high school students. Then it was an Indonesia textbook while the object of the 

researcher’s research will be an English textbook. 

Finally, in 2019, Rachma Meidinar Latupono and Gatut Susanto 

conducted analysis entitled Representasi Gender Dalam Buku Ajar BIPA 

Sahabatku Indonesia Tingkat Mahir One of research on gender representation in 

the BIPA Sahabatku Indonesia textbook was conducted in textbooks for advanced 

learners (C1 and C2). The selection of this textbook was made because (1) the 
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content of advanced learners' textbooks was more complex than the contents of 

other level textbooks so that BIPA learners no longer studied basic grammar and 

topics in BIPA textbooks at C1 and C2 levels contained more social elements. and 

culture, including gender and (2) the book is used as an Indonesian language 

textbook for foreign speakers abroad in the Centre for Diplomacy and Language 

Strategy Development (PPSDK) program. 

The similarities of this research with the researcher’s research are the aim 

to find out the gender representation in the textbook also the subject of the 

research level’s, it took the junior high school level while the researcher’s 

research took the senior high school students. While the differences of this 

research with the researcher’s research is it was an Indonesia textbook while the 

object of the researcher’s research an English textbook. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A. Method of the Study 

This research is a qualitative study using content analysis as a research 

method. This method is used to describe textbook content. Content analysis is a 

technique that sustains the researcher to study the behavior of a human in an 

indirect way, by an analysis of their communication. (Jack R. Fraenkel, 2012). 

One of the methods goals is to spot bigotry, racism, or propaganda in textbook 

presentations. (Donald Ary, Lucy C. Jacobs, and Christine K. Sorensen, 2010). In 

other words, it means the analysis is a written content of a communication. It can 

be essay, magazine, textbook, workbook, song and any type of communication 

that can be analyzed. In the content analysis, it used qualitative data, while the 

data are collected in the form of words. It is more concerned with understanding 

situations and events from the viewpoints of the data. The portrayal of women and 

men in textbooks will be examined in this analysis. (Jack R. Fraenkel, 2012). 

B. Object of the Study 

The textbook that will be the object of the study is the English textbook 

entitled Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students 

Published by Grafindo Media Pratama. The textbook consists of 10 chapters with 

illustrations. The textbook's diagrams, vocabularies, lessons, and texts are all 

examined in this analysis. The textbook was selected because it is the only other 

textbook written in accordance with the Curriculum 2013. While the reasons on 

why the researcher’s use this book as the object of the research are it is a primary 

book uses by the English students as the handbook, it is a textbook that used for 
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the English department of SMAN 4 Bengkulu namely English Peminatan also this 

book never used by the other researcher before. 

C. Technique of the Data Collection 

In this research, the researcher will use document analysis. According to 

Bowen (2009), document analysis is a form of qualitative study in which the 

researcher interprets documentation to provide voice and interpretation to an 

evaluation subject. Report analysis involves coding material into patterns in the 

same way as focus group or interview transcripts are studied. However, in this 

study, data such as a person's name, gender identity, and a sentence containing the 

gender role element would be included. The gender representation will be 

inspected for the gender visibility and gender role that appeared in the word or 

sentence in the book. 

Researchers are directly involved in research activities which include data 

collection activities, data analysis, and the process of concluding the results. 

However, this research will also use a supporting instrument namely an 

observation sheet in the form of a data collection table. Data in the form of gender 

representation aspects in the textbook entitled Bahasa Inggris When English 

Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students Published by Grafindo Media Pratama 

will be collected and processed using a data collection table. 

In this study, the data collection techniques that will be used are 

documentation techniques or document review. Researchers carried out several 

stages of data collection. The stages of data collection include (1) reading the 

Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students 

Published by Grafindo Media Pratama textbook, (2) identifying names, gender 
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identifiers, or sentences that contain gender elements, (3) classifying passive 

sentences according to the focus of the study, (4) reducing data so that the data is 

in accordance with the theory and the data can be researched, (5) obtaining data 

and arranging data according to themes relating to the research context. 

D. Research Instrument 

As the instruments for collecting the data, the researcher will be uses a few 

attributes namely observation checklist that are explored right now grouped 

dependent on the classes proposed by Stockdale's (2006) (retrieved From 

www.birmingham.ac.uk on February 12, 2020):  

1. The Number of Characters Representing Male and Female  

 Gender visibility shows the proportion of appearances of male and 

female gender that appear in textbooks. According to Stockdale (2006), 

exposure refers to the proportional number of men and women who 

feature in textbooks and is probably the most easily studied component of 

gender balance. The scientist adjusted the table structured by Stockdale. 

This is the quantity of characters speaking to male and female has three 

sorts;  

a. Main Characters 

Female and male characters in the course book who are named and 

appear as committed advocates of the understanding materials are 

alluded to by the main characters. According to Purnomo (2012), 

Gender roles are one of the important discussions in gender research 

because they relate to the activities and behavior of men and women 

in the domestic or public sphere. The main characters that appear in 

http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/
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all sections of the textbook on a daily basis.  

Table 1. 

Main Characters 

Chapter Male Female 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Total   
 

b. Named as Non-active Characters 

Females and males characters referenced or discussed by the concept 

characters in the comprehension materials are alluded to by named, 

non-active characters. As according to Secord (2012), the division of 

roles in such a way strengthens the stereotypes of society that the 

scope of women's work is in the domestic sphere. Although men can 

do domestic work, the activity or work is limited to certain things 

such as cooking activities carried out by mothers are one of the jobs 

in the domestic sphere. They may be referred to by either their first or 

last names.  

Table 2. 

Named as Non-Active Character 

Chapter  Male  Female 
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Total     
 

c. Non-named, Non-active Characters 

According to Rokhmansyah (2016), gender public roles related to 

participation and roles in social life are held by men who have 

masculine characteristics. As an example, a man who are dominant as 

leaders, for example as president or a woman who are dominant as a 

minister. In the perusing materials, non-named, non-active characters 

allude to both female and male characters; they have no name or are 

simply referred to as he/she.   

Table 3. 

Non-named, Non-active Characters. 

Chapter Male Female 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Total   
 

2. Appearances in Illustration  

 According to Stockdale (2006), exposure refers to the proportional 

number of men and women who feature in textbooks and is probably the 

most easily studied component of gender balance. Male and female 

characters will be photographed in the reading material, either alone or in 

groups, and will be considered one character. Under the basis that they 
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can't be distinguished as male or female, photos that can't be 

distinguished as male or female won't be examined.  

Table 4. 

Appearances in Illustration 
 

 

Chapter 
 

 

Both 

Genders 

 

 

Appearing 

Male 

Appearing 

Female 

Appearing 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

Total     
 

3. Noun and Pronoun  

  Apart from names, nouns can also indicate gender types. 

According to Zandern (1984), this noun arises from words that indicate a 

distinctive gender identity in a marital manner or a gender-specific 

identity based on family relationships. The exact number of occurrences 

in this analysis will be determined by the number of nouns in the text that 

belong to male and female characters.  

 

Table 5. 

Noun and Pronoun 

Chapter  Male  Female Total 
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E. Technique of the Data Analysis 

Researcher carried out three steps of data analysis in this study. The first 

step is data reduction. In this stage, the researcher selected the data according to 

the research needs and then be coded. The second step is displaying the data, 

namely the presentation of the data in the form of descriptive text. The third step 

is conclusion / verification. At this stage, the data that has been obtained and 

coded are then interpreted and concluded. 

F. Procedures of the Research 

In this research, there are some procedures in analyzing the data from the 

textbook entitled Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade 

Students Published by Grafindo Media Pratama. The procedures are: 

The data are classified into categories. 

1.  It produced the definition, making it possible for the researcher to determine 

the frequency of gender representation in the textbook and to obtain a more 

detailed explanation of gender representation. 

2. The researcher calculates the occurrence in each table for the numbers of 

gender visibility and gender role. After getting the result, those result changed 

into percentage using  

𝑓𝑜𝑟𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑎 =.  



31 

 

 

Stockdale states if the result show that different more than 5% in any categories 

seen as a significant imbalance/bias gender (Stockdale, retrieved from 

www.birmingham.ac.uk on February 12, 2020). 

3. Finally, data analysis entails interpreting or interpreting the data, and the data 

may be compared to the findings of other experiments. 

4. To assess the gender balance in the textbook, the researcher draws conclusions. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. DATA DESCRIPTION 

Gender representation and gender roles analyzed in this study, by analyzed 

six aspects in the textbook including: The Number of Characters Representing 

Male and Female. The scientist adjusted the table structured by Stockdale. This 

the quantity of characters speaking to male and male has three sorts; Main 

Characters, Named as Non-active Characters, Non-named, Non-active Characters. 

(2). Appearances in Illustration. (3). Noun and Pronoun. All units of the textbook 

were analyzed. The data are described as follow: 

1. The Number of Characters Representing Male and Female 

Based on the result of data analysis, it was found that there were three 

gender representations based on the representation of relative number of male 

and female. The findings of the study are described as follows: 

a. Main characters – female and male 

 Based on the result of data analysis, it was found that there were 106 main 

characters. Furthermore, out of 106 main characters; there were 55 female (52%) 

and 51 (48%) male. These main characters have active contributions in language 

texts and have a characteristic. 

Table 4.1 

The Number of Characters Representing Male and Female 

(Main Characters- Male and Female) 

Chapter Male Female 

F % F  % 

I 8 67% 4 33% 
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From the table above, we can calculate that total is 106. If we use the formula 

𝑓𝑜𝑟𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑎 =. , the percentage of male 48% and 52% for 

female. This quantitative percentages showed there is no gender bias because the 

different is 4%. 

And we can also look the example of the main characters-female and male in this 

textbook: 

II 14 45% 17 55% 

III 13 42% 18 58% 

IV 2 67% 1 33% 

V 8 50% 8 50% 

VI 1 50% 1 50% 

VII 4 44% 5 56% 

VIII 1 50% 1 50% 

IX - - - - 

X - - - - 

Total 51 48% 55 52% 
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Figure 4.1 

The Number of Characters Representing Male and Female (main characters-

Male and Female) 

 

It can be seen from the example of the picture; the main character has active 

contributions in language texts and have a characteristic. In which in the dialog in 

the picture Caca as the main character did her role as the main character by 

actively contributes in the text dialog, asking, describing also mentioned another 

person in the dialog. 

 

b. Named, non-active characters (female and male) that are mentioned 

Based on the result of data analysis, it was found that there were 10 

named, non-active characters. Furthermore, out of these 10 named, non-active 

characters; there were 3 (30%) female and 7 (70%) male. Named but non-active 

characters that have characteristic is directly mentioned or discussed by the main 

characters in the reading materials. They cannot contribute actively in texts or 

dialogues. 
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Table 4.2 

Named but non-active characters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And also we can see the example picture of the main character below: 

 

Figure 4.2 

Main Characters-Female and Male (named but As Non-Active Character) 

 

Chapter Male Female 

F % F  % 

I 1 50% 1 50% 

II - - - - 

III 2 67% 1 33% 

IV - - - - 

V 1 100% - - 

VI 1 100% - - 

VII 2 67% 1 33% 

VIII - - - - 

IX - - - - 

X - - - - 

Total 7 70% 3 30% 
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It can be seen from the example of the picture; the character been named but did 

not appear in the text or dialog, for example as can be seen in the picture they are 

Adi and Indra who are mentioned in the discussion in the dialog but they did not 

appear or following the discussion. Based on the result of data analysis above, we 

can calculate that total is 10. If we use the formula 𝑓𝑜𝑟𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑎 

=. , the percentage of male 70% and 30% for female. This 

quantitative percentages showed there is gender bias because the different is 20%. 

c. Unnamed, Non-Active Characters (Female and Male) that are 

mentioned 

 

Based on the result of data analysis, it was found out that there were 15 

unnamed, non active characters. Furthermore, out of 15 unnamed, non active 

characters; there were 5 (33%) female and 10 (67%) male in this category. The 

characteristic was they do not have clear name in the text. They can be called by 

their common name such sir, dad, mom or ladies. 

Table 4.3 

Unnamed, non-active character 

Chapter Male Female 

F % F  % 

I - - - - 

II 2 67% 1 33% 

III 3 60% 2 40% 

IV - - - - 

V 2 67% 1 33% 

VI 1 100% - - 

VII 2 67% 1 33% 

VIII - - - - 
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Based on the result of data analysis above, there were 5 (33%) female and 

10 (67%) male in the category of unnamed, non-active characters (female and 

male) that are mentioned.  

These quantitative percentages showed that there ware indication of 

gender bias in unnamed non-active characters because the number of differences 

female and male characters was 17%. Results of comparisons between men and 

women Named but non-active characters, can also be seen from the example 

picture bellow: 

 

Figure 4.3  

Main Characters- Female and Male (Unnamed-as Non-Active Character) 

 

IX - - - - 

X - - - - 

Total 10 67% 5 33% 
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It can be seen from the example of the picture; We can see in the text, he 

in the text of the conversation belongs to the aspect or category main characters-

female and male (unnamed as non-active character. This is because in the 

conversation he is not in the conversation situation or can be said that the 

character in the conversation cannot contribute actively as Character. 

2. The Representation Male and Female in Illustrations  

Based on the result of data analysis, it was found that there were 59 

characters. Furthermore, out of 59 characters; there were 36 (61%) male and 23 

(39%) female. The characteristic of this representation was identified by seeing 

the female or male characters in the textbook as a figure. Further details are 

shown in table below. 

Table 4.4  

The Representation Male and female in illustration 

 

 

Chapter 

 

 

Both 

Genders 

Appearing 

Male 

Appearing 

Female 

Appearing 

F % F % 

I 8 5 62,5% 3 37,5% 

II 7 2 71% 2 29% 

III 11 7 64%  4 36% 

IV 5 3 60% 2 40% 

V 5 3 60% 2 40% 

VI 3 1 33% 2 67% 

VII 4 3 75% 1 25% 

VIII 5 4     80%      1 20% 

IX 2 1 50%  1 50% 

X 9 4 44%  5 56% 

Total 59 36 61% 23 39% 
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This quantitative percentages analysis showed that there was gender bias 

on the male’s sides with different is 11%. From the data analysis that has been 

done by researchers from chapters 1 to 10 obtained results such as the above data. 

Representation of males is more dominant at this point. In the Representation 

Male and female in illustration, the difference in the percentage number between 

male and female gender in this aspect is also high difference compared to other 

aspects already researched. On the part of the gender representation in the 

illustration or in the image, male gender is much more than female gender. It can 

be seen in the next points that have been researched and in conclusion. 

 

Figure 4.4 

 The Representation Male and Female in Illustrations 

 

It can be seen from the example of the picture; there is a picture that showed the 

appearance of two male as the example of the representation of male and female 

in illustration. It also show a sign as the result above that mentioned male that 

represented the most in the appearance in this textbook. 
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3. Noun and Pronoun 

Based on the result of the data analysis, there were two points that appeared 

in the textbook: titled name and named. The findings of the study are described as 

follows 

a. Titled Name 

Based on the result of data analysis, it was found out that there were 4 

named. Furthermore, out of 4 characters, there were 3 or 75% male and 1 time 

appearing or 25% percentages of the female. The characteristic was that 

characters have honorific (s) preceding their surname. 

Table 4.5  

Noun and Pronoun (Title Names) 
 Occurrences  

Chapter 

 

 

Male 

Occurrences 

Female 

Occurrences 

 

      Total 

F % F % 

I 1 100% - - 1 

II 1 50% 1 50% 2 

III - - - - - 

IV - - - - - 

V 1 100% - - 1 

VI - - - - - 

VII - - - - - 

VIII - - - - - 

IX - - - - - 

X - - - - - 

Total 3 75% 1 25% 4 

 

These quantitative percentage analyses showed that there was gender bias 

on male’s sides because, there were a lot of honorifics directed to male, such as 
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for Sir or Prince. Moving on to a little different perspective, titled named in the 

textbook could show the status and power in society. 

 

Figure 4.5  

Noun and Pronoun (Titled Named) 

In addition to the above table, researchers also include images belonging 

to categories or aspects examined to provide evidence that the image is the correct 

aspect of the investigation. It can be seen from the example of the picture; the 

uses of titled sir refer to a male character with a titled named. 

b. Named 

Based on the result of data analysis, it was found out that there were 55 

named. Furthermore, out of 55 characters, there were 33 or 60% male and 22 

times appearing or 40% percentages of the female. 
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Table 4.6  

Named 
 Occurrences  

Chapter 

 

 

Male 

Occurrences 

Female 

Occurrences 

 

      Total 

F % F % 

I 8 57% 6 43% 14 

II 6 60% 4 40% 10 

III 5 62,5% 3 37,5% 8 

IV 2 50% 2 50% 4 

V 5 83% 1 17% 6 

VI 3 75% 1 25% 4 

VII 3 43% 4 57% 7 

VIII 1 50% 1 50% 2 

IX - - - - - 

X - - - - - 

Total 33 60% 22 40% 55 

These quantitative percentage analyses showed that there was gender bias 

10% on both female and male. Example of the picture in noun and pronoun 

(named) we can see below: 

 

Figure 4.6  

Noun and Pronoun (Named) 
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It can be seen from the example of the picture; In the picture, the 

researcher found a variety of noun and possessive, and can we see in the image 

one of the noun examples and possessive contained in the book is the name of 

Frank, and many else like Grace, Mark, Eva, Joe, Dani and others. 

4. Gender Roles 

The researcher found the gender roles in this book about 6 (26%) 

Domestic Gender Roles and 17 (74%) Public Gender Roles. Domestic Gender 

Roles categorised into 2 types, namely Domestic roles activity that done by Male 

4 (67%) activities and Domestic roles activity that done by Female 2 (33%) 

activities. Public Gender Roles also categorised into 2 types, namely Public roles 

activity that done by Male 11 (65%) activities and Public Gender roles activity 

that done by Female 6 (35%) activities. Domestic roles activities that done by 

Male and Public Gender roles activities that done by Male are the most 

represented in this teaching English book When English Comes in Handy. 

 

B. DATA ANALYSIS 

Based on the data description, there are some findings to analyze. First is 

the number of characters representing male and female. The findings of the study 

are described as follows: it was found that there were 106 main characters. 

Furthermore, out of 106 main characters; there were 55 female (52%) and 51 

(48%) male with is no gender bias because the different is 4%. These main 

characters has active contributions in language texts and have a characteristic. 

The next point is Named, non-active characters (female and male) that are 

mentioned. Named, non-active characters refer to both females and males’ 
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characters mentioned or discussed by the main characters in the reading materials. 

They can be mentioned by their proper first or full names, there were 3 (30%) 

female and 7 (70%) male. Bias that occurs in this point is about 20%. 

The next aspect that researchers have analyzed is that the Unnamed, Non-

Active Characters (Female and Male) that are mentioned. it was found out that 

there were 15 unnamed, non-active characters. Furthermore, out of 15 unnamed, 

non-active characters; there were 5 (33%) female and 10 (67%) male in this 

category. These quantitative percentages showed that there ware indication of 

gender bias in unnamed non-active characters because the number of differences 

female and male characters was 17%, the bias occurs is 17%. The characteristic 

was they do not have clear name in the text. They can be called by their common 

name such sir, dad, mom or ladies. 

We can see in the text, Soekarno in the text of the conversation belongs to 

the aspect or category main characters-female and male (unnamed as non-active 

character. This is because in the conversation he is not in the conversation 

situation or can be said that the character in the conversation cannot contribute 

actively as Character. 

Other points, The Representation Male and Female in Illustrations based 

on the result of data analysis; Based on the result of data analysis, it was found 

that there were 59 characters. Furthermore, out of 59 characters; there were 36 

(61%) male and 23 (39%) female. The characteristic of this representation was 

identified by seeing the female or male characters in the textbook as a figure. 

This quantitative percentages analysis showed that there was gender bias 

on the male’s sides with different is 11%. From the data analysis that has been 
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done by researchers from chapters 1 to 10 obtained results such as the above data. 

Representation of males is more dominant at this point. In the Representation 

Male and female in illustration, the difference in the percentage number between 

male and female gender in this aspect is also high difference compared to other 

aspects already researched. On the part of the gender representation in the 

illustration or in the image, male gender is much more than female gender. It can 

be seen in the next points that have been researched and in conclusion. 

Other points are Noun and pronoun based on the result of data analysis; 

there were two points that appeared in the textbook: titled name and named. The 

findings of the study are described as follows Based on the result of data analysis, 

it was found out that there were 4 named. Furthermore, out of 4 characters, there 

were 3 or 75% male and 1 time appearing or 25% percentages of the female with 

the bias occur 25%. The characteristic was that characters have honorific (s) 

preceding their surname. 

These quantitative percentage analyses showed that there was gender bias 

on male’s sides because, there were a lot of honorifics directed to male, such as 

for Sir or Prince. Moving on to a little different perspective, titled named in the 

textbook could show the status and power in society. 

The last is on the result of data analysis, it was found out that there were 

55 named. Furthermore, out of 55 characters, there were 33 or 60% male and 22 

times appearing or 40% percentages of the female. These quantitative percentage 

analyses showed that there was gender bias 10% on both female and male. The 

researcher found a variety of noun and possessive, and can we see in the image 
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one of the noun examples and possessive contained in the book is the name of 

Frank, and many else like Grace, Mark, Eva, Joe, Dani and others. 

Domestic roles activities that done by Male and Public Gender roles 

activities that done by Male are the most represented in this teaching English book 

When English Comes in Handy. With Domestic Gender Roles categorised into 2 

types, namely Domestic roles activity that done by Male 4 (67%) activities and 

Domestic roles activity that done by Female 2 (33%) activities. Public Gender 

Roles also categorised into 2 types, namely Public roles activity that done by 

Male 11 (65%) activities and Public Gender roles activity that done by Female 6 

(35%) activities. 

 

C. DISCUSSION 

There are two research questions in chapter one, it was answered in the 

discussion part. The researcher investigated the representation of gender and the 

gender roles in the Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for Tenth 

Grade Students Published by Grafindo Media Pratama based on the criteria of 

Stockdale. 

1. Gender representation in the Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in 

Handy for Tenth Grade Students Published by Grafindo Media 

Pratama 

Gender representation in English textbook were imbalance. Male were 

dominant in three categories such as the number of named- non active, non-

named-non active and titled & named. Named- non active, They can be 
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mentioned by their proper first or full names, there were 3 (30%) female and 7 

(70%) male. Bias that occurs in this point is about 20%. (See page 34) 

The next aspect is Unnamed, Non-Active Characters (Female and Male) 

that are mentioned. It was found out that there were 15 unnamed, non active 

characters. Furthermore, out of 15 unnamed, non active characters; there were 5 

(33%) female and 10 (67%) male in this category. These quantitative percentages 

showed that there ware indication of gender bias in unnamed non-active 

characters because the number of differences female and male characters was 

17%, the bias occurs is 17%. The characteristic was they do not have clear name 

in the text. They can be called by their common name such sir, dad, mom or 

ladies. (See page 35) 

Other point is titled & named, the findings of the study are described as 

follows Based on the result of data analysis, it was found out that there were 4 

named. Furthermore, out of 4 characters, there were 3 or 75% male and 1 time 

appearing or 25% percentages of the female with the bias occur 25%. The 

characteristic was that characters have honorific (s) preceding their surname. 

These quantitative percentage analyses showed that there was gender bias on 

male’s sides because, there were a lot of honorifics directed to male, such as for 

Sir or Prince. Moving on to a little different perspective, titled named in the 

textbook could show the status and power in society. (See page 39) 

The last point is appearance in illustrations, it was found that there were 

59 characters. Furthermore, out of 59 characters; there were 36 (61%) male and 

23 (39%) female. The characteristic of this representation was identified by seeing 

the female or male characters in the textbook as a figure. 
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This quantitative percentages analysis showed that there was gender bias 

on the male’s sides with different is 11%. From the data analysis that has been 

done by researchers from chapters 1 to 10 obtained results such as the above data. 

Representation of males is more dominant at this point. In the Representation 

Male and female in illustration, the difference in the percentage number between 

male and female gender in this aspect is also high difference compared to other 

aspects already researched. On the part of the gender representation in the 

illustration or in the image, male gender is much more than female gender. It can 

be seen in the next points that have been researched and in conclusion. (See page 

37) 

Furthermore, lastly, female characters were dominant in main characters. 

In main character point, it was found that there were 106 main characters. 

Furthermore, out of 106 main characters; there were 55 female (52%) and 51 

(48%) male with is no gender bias because the different is 4%. These main 

characters has active contributions in language texts and have a characteristic. 

(See page 32) 

The conclusion that we can draw is in accordance with Stockdale's theory 

which states that if in a textbook the differences is more than 5% between male 

and female gender, then the book can be said to contain gender bias. 

2. Gender roles represented in the Bahasa Inggris When English Comes 

in Handy for Tenth Grade Students Published by Grafindo Media 

Pratama 

The researcher found the gender roles in this book about 6 (26%) 

Domestic Gender Roles and 17 (74%) Public Gender Roles. Domestic Gender 
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Roles categorised into 2 types, namely Domestic roles activity that done by Male 

4 (67%) activities and Domestic roles activity that done by Female 2 (33%) 

activities. Public Gender Roles also categorised into 2 types, namely Public roles 

activity that done by Male 11 (65%) activities and Public Gender roles activity 

that done by Female 6 (35%) activities. Domestic roles activities that done by 

Male and Public Gender roles activities that done by Male are the most 

represented in this teaching English book When English Comes in Handy. 

Domestic roles activities that done by Male and Public Gender roles 

activities that done by Male are the most represented in this teaching English book 

When English Comes in Handy. With Domestic Gender Roles categorised into 2 

types, namely Domestic roles activity that done by Male 4 (67%) activities and 

Domestic roles activity that done by Female 2 (33%) activities. Public Gender 

Roles also categorised into 2 types, namely Public roles activity that done by 

Male 11 (65%) activities and Public Gender roles activity that done by Female 6 

(35%) activities. This indicates that in the textbook Bahasa Inggris When English 

Comes in Handy has a gender bias. Where gender male is more dominant 

compared to female gender. (See page 42) 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. RESULT 

In order to make the result more organized, the researcher presents the 

discussion in to two sub-sections; the first is answering the research questions and 

the second is explain the implication of the results of this research. 

From findings, gender representations in English textbook were 

imbalance. Male were dominant in categories such as the number of named- non 

active, non-named-non active, appearance in illustrations and titled & named. 

Furthermore, female characters just dominant in main characters. Also, the gender 

roles including domestic gender roles and public gender roles were dominant done 

by Male. This indicates that in the textbook Bahasa Inggris When English Comes 

in Handy has a gender bias. Where gender male is more dominant compared to 

female gender. 

The result of this research can help English teacher to know how to   

analyze   gender   position in English textbooks. It can also give information about 

gender position in English textbook to them. By knowing gender position in 

English textbook, English teachers can be aware when they teach English 

materials that related to gender. 

B. CONCLUSION 

Based on the result of this research, gender representation in the English 

Textbook “Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy” between male and 

female in term of the relative number of male and female characters, male and 

female in the illustrations, and noun and pronoun are showed biases. In fact, On 
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the one hand, some parts of the findings demonstrate the evidence of male 

dominance over females. Male were dominant in categories such as the number of 

named- non active, non-named-non active, appearance in illustrations and titled & 

named. Furthermore, female characters just dominant in main characters. Also, 

the gender roles including domestic gender roles and public gender roles were 

dominant done by Male. The conclusion that we can draw is in accordance with 

Stockdale's theory which states that if in a textbook the differences is more than 

5% between male and female gender, then the book can be said to contain gender 

bias. 

C. SUGGESTION 

  The followings are some suggestions that might be useful for English 

teachers, students, and further researchers: 

1. The English teachers need to analyze an English textbook before using 

it. 

2. The English teachers have to be more aware of gender issues by reading 

books or up-to-date journals and articles. 

3. The English teachers have to treat students with nonsexist manner 

inteaching and learning process such as assigning students in equal 

gender groups or using non sexist language for examples fire 

fighter,police officer,and business person. 

4. By knowing that this book is gender biased, it is hoped that teachers can 

be more creative in presenting material in books that contain gender 

biases, do not differentiate or do justice to male or female students. 



 

 

REFERENCES 

Beebe, J. D. (1996). Sexist Language and Teaching English as a Foreign

 Language. Gender Issues in Language Education. 

Bowen, G. A. (2009). Document Analysis as a Qualitative Research Method. 

Qualitative Research Journal, 9(2).  

Crawford, M. (2004). Women and Gender: A Feminist Psychology. New York: 

McGraw-Hill. 

Cunningsworth, A. (1995). Choosing Your Coursebook. Oxford: Macmillan 

Publishers Limited. 

Donald A., Lucy C. J., & Christine K. S. (2010). Introduction to Research in 

Education. (Wadsworth: Cengage Learning). 

Fakih, M. (2006). Analisis Gender & Transformasi Sosial. Yogyakarta: Pustaka 

Pelajar. 

Friantary, H., Martina, F. (2018). “Evaluasi Implementasi Penilaian Hasil Belajar 

Berdasarkan Kurikulum 2013 oleh Guru Bahasa Inggris dan Bahasa 

Indonesia di MTS JA-ALHAQ Kota Bengkulu” Silampari Bisa, Vol. 1, 

No.2. 

Hamidah, S. C. (2017). The Representation of Gender Ideology in Indonesian 

Textbooks. ISLLAC: Journal of Intensive Studies on Language, Literature, 

Art, and Culture, 1(1), 201–223. 

https://doi.org/10.17977/um006v1i12017p201.  

Harmer, J. (1991). The Practice of English Language Teaching. New York: 

Longman. New edition.  

Hermansyah, D. R. (2011). “Bias Gender Dalam Buku Pelajaran Agama Islam

 Sekolah Menengah Atas (SMA)”, Jurnal Prosesor, Vol. 2, Edisi 4

 Desember. (http://amik-intelcom.ac.id, accessed on 20 January 2021). 

Maftuhah, F. (2001). Analisis Gender Pada Buku Ajar Pendidikan Agama Islam 

Tingkat Sekolah Dasar. Penelitian Individual. Purwokerto: P3M 

Purwokerto. 

Muthaliin, A. (2001). Bias Gender Dalam Pendidikan. Surakarta: Muhammadiyah

 University Press. 

Reed, A. J. S., Verna, E.B., & Mary W.o. (1998). In the Classroom; An 

Introduction to Education. New York: McGraw Hill, Third Edition. 

https://doi.org/10.17977/um006v1i12017p201


 

 

Richards, J. C. (2001). Curriculum Development in Language Teaching. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Salamah, U. (2014). Gender Representation in the English Textbook (A Content 

Analysis of Bright for Seventh Grade Students Published by Erlangga) 

(Jakarta, Universitas Syarif Hidayatullah) 

Santrock, J. W. (2006). Educational Psychology Update: Preparing for PRAXIS 

and Practice. New York: McGraw Hill. 

Stockdale, Gender Representation in an EFL Textbook. Retrieved January 

12,2021from:https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/collegeartslaw/ce

ls/essays/sociolinguistics/DAStockdale-Sociolinguistics.pdf 

Tarigan, H.G. (1986). Telaah Buku Teks Bahasa Indonesia. Bandung: Angkasa. 

Ur, P. (1996). A course in Language Teaching: Practice and Theory. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Wen-Cheng. (2011). Thinking of the Textbook in the ESL/EFL Classroom. 

English Language Teaching, Vol. 4, No. 2. 

Zahri, A. (2018). Gender representation In Indonesia EFL Textbook Exercise (A 

Critical Analysis of Exercise English Books Published by the Ministry of 

Education and Culture). Thesis. Banda Aceh, UIN AR RANIRY. 

 



 

 

A 

P 

P 

E 

N 

D 

I 

C 

E 

S 



 

 52 Appendix 

 

Appendix 1. The Number of Characters Representing Male and Female 

(Main Characters) 

 

Below are the illustrations or some examples that show the appearance of Main 

Characters in each chapter including Male or Female main character in the 

English Textbook Entitled Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for 

Tenth Grade Students. 

A. Chapter One 
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B. Chapter Two 
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C. Chapter Three 
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D. Chapter Four 
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E. Chapter Five 
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F. Chapter Six 
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G. Chapter Seven 
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H. Chapter Eight 

 

I. Chapter Nine 

(No Data) 

J. Chapter Ten 

(No Data) 
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Appendix 2. The Number of Named as Non-active Characters 

 

Below are the illustrations or some examples that show the appearance of Named 

as Non-active Characters in each chapter including Male or Female Named as 

Non-active Characters in the English Textbook Entitled Bahasa Inggris When 

English Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students. 

A. Chapter One 

 

B. Chapter Two 

(No Data) 

C. Chapter Three 
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D. Chapter Four 

(No Data) 

E. Chapter Five 
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F. Chapter Six 

 

G. Chapter Seven 

 



 

 63 Appendix 

 

 

H. Chapter Eight 

(No Data) 

I. Chapter Nine 

(No Data) 

J. Chapter Ten 

(No Data) 
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Appendix 3. The Number of Non-named, Non-active Characters 

 

Below are the illustrations or some examples that show the appearance of Non-

named, Non-active Characters in each chapter including Male or Female Non-

named, Non-active Characters in the English Textbook Entitled Bahasa Inggris 

When English Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students. 

A. Chapter One 

(No Data) 

B. Chapter Two 
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C. Chapter Three 
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D. Chapter Four 

(No Data) 

E. Chapter Five 
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F. Chapter Six 

 

G. Chapter Seven 
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H. Chapter Eight 

(No Data) 

I. Chapter Nine 

(No Data) 

J. Chapter Ten 

(No Data) 
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Appendix 4. The Number of Appearances in Illustration 

 

Below are the illustrations or some examples that show the number of 

Appearances in Illustration in each chapter including Male or Female 

Appearances in Illustration in the English Textbook Entitled Bahasa Inggris When 

English Comes in Handy for Tenth Grade Students. 

A. Chapter One 
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B. Chapter Two 
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C. Chapter Three 
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D. Chapter Four 
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E. Chapter Five 
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F. Chapter Six 

 

 

G. Chapter Seven 
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H. Chapter Eight 
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I. Chapter Nine 
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J. Chapter Ten 
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Appendix 5. The Number of Noun and Pronoun (Title) 

 

Below are the illustrations or some examples that show the Noun and Pronoun 

(Title) in each chapter including Male or Female in Noun and Pronoun (Title) in 

the English Textbook Entitled Bahasa Inggris When English Comes in Handy for 

Tenth Grade Students. 

A. Chapter One 

 

B. Chapter Two 
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C. Chapter Three 

(No Data) 

D. Chapter Four 

(No Data) 

E. Chapter Five 
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F. Chapter Six 

(No Data) 

G. Chapter Seven 

(No Data) 

H. Chapter Eight 

(No Data) 

I. Chapter Nine 

(No Data) 

J. Chapter Ten 

(No Data) 
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Appendix 6. The Number of Noun and Pronoun (Named) 

 

Below are the illustrations or some examples that show the Noun and Pronoun 

(Named) in each chapter including Male or Female in Noun and Pronoun 

(Named) in the English Textbook Entitled Bahasa Inggris When English Comes 

in Handy for Tenth Grade Students. 

A. Chapter One 
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B. Chapter Two 
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C. Chapter Three 
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D. Chapter Four 
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E. Chapter Five 
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F. Chapter Six 

 

G. Chapter Seven 
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H. Chapter Eight 

 

I. Chapter Nine 

(No Data) 

J. Chapter Ten 

(No Data)



 

 

 


